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Pyrite addition to a coal liquefaction process (22, 26) is controlled (118) in inverse proportion to the calcium content
of the feed coal to maximize the Cs - 900°F (482°C) liquid yield per unit weight of pyrite added (110). The pyrite addition
is controlled in this manner so as to minimize the amount of pyrite used and thus reduce pyrite contribution to the slurry
pumping load and disposal problems connected with pyrite produced slag.




FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY

Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international ap-
plications under the PCT.

AT Austria KP Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
AU Australia LI Liechtenstein
BE - Beligium LK Sri Lanka
BR Brazil LU Luxembourg
CF Central African Republic MC Monaco

CG Congo MG Madagascar
CH Switzeriand MW Malawi

cM Cameroon NL Netherlands
DE Germany, Federal Repubiic of NO Norway

DK Denmark RO Romania

FI Finland SE Sweden

R France SN Senegal

GA Gabon Su Soviet Union
GB United Kingdom ™D Chad

HU Hungary TG Togo

Jp Japan us United States of America




WO 83/00343 PCT/US81/01433

10

15

20

CONTROL OF PYRITE ADDITION IN
COAL LIQUEFACTION PROCESS

Field of the Invention
This invention relates to a process for controlling

pyrite addition to a coal liquefaction process. More
particularly, the invention relates to a process for im—
proving the yield of "liguid boiling in the range of
Cg- 900°F (482°C) in a coal liqdefaction process per
unit weight of pyrite added to the feed slurxry wherein
such addition is made in inverse proportion to the
calcium content of the feed coal.

Background of the Invention
The addition of pyrite‘to a coal liquefaction process

to improve conversion of normally solid dissolved coal to
liguid coal and gaseous hydrocarbons is described in U. S.
Patents Nos. 4,222,847 and 4,222,848 to N. L. Carr and B.
K. Schmid. The patents demonstrate_ that the addition of
increased amounts of pyrite of reduced size to a coal
liquefaction process which employs recycle of a product
slurry correspondingly increases the yield of Cg -
900°F (482°C) 1liguid, while decreasing the yield of
normally solid dissolved coal "900°F+ (482°C+) product.
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Although pyrite is a useful catalytic material in
such systems, the addition of pyrite.to the feed slurry _
adds to the pumpability problem normally associated with
pumping slurries.r Moreover, pyrite is a potential pollu-
tant since it contains sulfur and can cause a disposal
problem as it is withdrawn from the system as slag in
potentially large quantities. Thus, it would be highly
desirable to minimize the amount of pyrite added to- a
coal liguefaction process, particularly when the process
will be conducted on a large scale basis, so as to reduce
the total solids to be pumped and to be disposed of.

Summary of the Invention

It has now been discovered that the effectiveness of
pyrite as a catalyst for improving the yield of liquid
product boiling in the range Cg - 900°F (482°C) in a
coal liquefaction process is in direct proportion to the
amount of calcium present in the feed coal. Surprisingly,
it has been found that so-called "high calcium-containing
coals” are much more amenable to conversion to distillate
liquid in the presence of pyrite than are "low calcium-
containing coals™. Moreover, it was- unexpected to dis-
cover that the catalytic effect of pyrite is substan-

'tially particle size independent when treating high

calcium-containing feed coal. While some pulverization
is desirable, a costly pulverization step to divide éhe
pyrite into very small particles is unnecessary. This
discovery correlating improvement in conversion of coal
to liguid in proportion to calcium content enables the
improvement and control of Cg - 300°F (582°C) liquid
yield by utilizing the minimum amount of pyrite necessary
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to achieve the desired conversion based upon the calcium
content of the particular coal undergoing ligquefaction.
By minimizing the amount of pyrite added, the total
solids content of the system is reduced, thereby reducing
the amount of solids to be pumped and the quantity of
slag withdrawn from a combined gasifier in the system. -
According to the present invention, a process is
prov1ded for controlling pyrite addition and yield of
total liquid procuct obtained in a coal ligquefaction
process, which process comprises passing hydrogen and 2
feed slurry comprising high calcium feed coal and a dis-
tlllate solvent to a coal liquefaction. zone, and adding
pyrlte to the feed slurry in inverse proportion. to the
calcium content of the feed coal. According to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention the amount
of calcium in the feed coal is determined and the amount
of pyrite added is controlled in inverse proportion to
the calcium content of the feed coal. According to

another preferred embodiment the feed slurry to the pro—

cess comprises recycle distillate solvent, recycle nor-—
mally solid dissolved coal and recycle mineral residué
along with the high calcium feed coal.

Accordingly, by injecting the minimum amount of ex-—
traneous pyrite, i.e., pyrite other than that present in
the feed coal, to the feed slurry necessary to achieve
desired conversion of coal to Cg - 900°F (482°C) 1liquid,
the total amount of pyrite resulting in disposable slag
is reduced. A relatively high calcium-containing feed
coal requires less pyrite to achieve maximum conversion
to total ligquid than does a lower calcium~containing feed
coal. Thus, the guantity of injected pyrite can be pro-
portionally reduced. Likewise, it was found that a rela-
tively small quantity of iron pyrite-containing material
need be added to a high calcium—containing feed coal to

e PR
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provide exceptional improvement in Cs - 900°F (482°C)
liquid yield comparable to yields typical of high sulfur,
more reactive coals.

Since every batch of coal is different in nature
regardless of its general source, the calcium content of
the coal fed to a coal liquefaction process will vary.

. Thus, the process of the present invention provides a

means for determining and supplying the minimum quantity
of pYrite catalyst to the feed slurry on an ongoing basis
to achieve the desired degree of conversion.’

Brief Description of the Drawings

PIG. 1 is a schematic flow diagram of a process for
controlling pyrite injection to the feed slurry;
' FIG. 2 graphically illustrates the unpredictably
high increase in Cs - S900°F (482°C) liquid yield per
unit of pyrite added to high calcium feed coal as com—-
pared with low calciuom feed coal; and

-FIGS. 3 and 4 graphically illustrate the Cg - 900°F
(482°C) 1liquid yield improvement per weight percent

.pyrite added versus the calcium/ash content of-the feed

coal for high calcium and low calcium feed coal, and as a
function of particle size, respectively.

. ——— Y -

Description of the Preferred Embodiments

As shown in the process set forth in FIG. 1 of the
drawings, dried, pulverized calcium—containing’raw coal
is passed through line 10 to slurry mixing tank 12 where-
in it is mixed with recycle slurry containing recycle
normally solid dissolved coal, recycle mineral residue
and recycle distillate solvent boiling in the range of
between about 350°F (177°C) and about 900°F (482°C)
flowing in line 14. The concentration of feed coal in
the recycle slurry can be in the range of 20 to 40 weight
percent, preferably 25 to 35 weight percent. "Normally
solid dissolved coal™ refers to the 900°F+ (482°C+)
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dissolved coal which is normally solid at room tempera-
ture. "Mineral residue” refers to the combination of all
of the inorganic mineral matter and all of the undis-
solved organic material (UOM) of the feed coal. The
"mineral residue" contains all of the iron in the in-
organic mineral matter (ash) portion thereof. Pyrite is

injected in vessel 12 by means of line 15 as a catalytic

additive. The quantity of pyrite added through line 15
is, for example, between about 1 to about 10 weight per-
cent, preferably between about 1 or 2 and about 5 weight
percent pyrite'based upon the weight of MF (moisture
free) feed coal. )

. The amount of calcium in the feed coal will vary
depending upon the source and nature of the coal. As
used in this application, the term "high calcium”™ feed

‘coal are those coals containing greater. than 0.8 or

1.5 weight percent calcium (expressed as Ca0Q), for exam-
ple, between about 1.0 to about 3 weight percent calcium
based upon MF coal. A "low calcium"™ coal as used herein
includes coal containing less than about 0.6 or 0.5
weight percent calcium (expressed as Ca0Q), for example,
0.25 weight percent calcium based upon MF coal. Mineral
constituents of coal are commonly determined by analysis
of the ash resulting from combustion of a ccal sample.
The analysis of coal ash for these elements has been
standardized by the D5 Committee of ASTM. Regardless of
the original state in the coal sample, all elements are
in the oxide form in the ash and are reported as oxides.
For purposes of discussion herein, all references to coal
calcium content refer to the above ash anaylsis for cal-
cium oxide (CaO) and are expressed as weight percent
calcium oxide. ) _

Control of the amount of pyrite added to the feed

slurry in proportion to the calcium content of the feed
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coal can be accomplished by any suitable means. The
amounts of calcium and pyrite in the feed coal flowing in
line 10 can be monitored at test station 124 and the
information supplied by line 126 to control station 118.

In response to information received from test sta-
tion 124, the control station 118 regulates the amount of
pyrite added to the slurry mixing tank 12 from line 135 by
requdating the operation of flow control device, for
example valve 112 which can be controlled as graphically
illustrated by line 128. In this way, the concentration
of pyrite added to the feed slurry is controlled in
response to the concentration of calcium in the feed
coal. .

By controlling the gquantity of pyrffe added to the

feed slurry based upon the calcium content of the coal,

the maximum liquid yield per unit weight of pyrite can
be achieved. ) ; ,

The calcium content of the feed coal may be measured
as frequently as desired,~ and thus, monitoring can- be
conducted on a repetitive basis, whether periodic or not.
For example, the calcium content of the feed coal can be
monitored by testing a sample according to the Standard
Method formalized by the D5 committee of ASTM described
in "Standard Methods of Analysis of Coal and Coke Ash"®,
18976 Annual Book of ASTM Standards.-part 26. - - eemeIn

The expression "pyrite” as used herein is the chemi-

cal compound iron sulfide‘(?esz) and can be obtained
from water washing raw coal. The pyrite .introduced by
means of line 15 can be in pulverized form having an
average particle diazmeter greater than 15 microns, for
example, between about 20 or 30 to about 100 microns.
The particle size of éhe pyrite has substantially no

effect upon conversion of the "high calcium"™ feed coal
to liquid.
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The pyrite added, as well as any pyrite inherently
contained in the feed coal, is converted during the
process into ferrous sulfide (FeS). Any measurement of
iron or ferrous sulfide in the recycle slurry in line 14
will detect material from both the original feed coal and
from the added pyrite. Further control of the pyrite
addition rate may be accomplished by measuring the iron
content of the recycle slurry in line 14 at test station
120 4And transmitting the resulting information via line
126 to control station 118 to adjust the quantity of py-
rite added according to the iron content in tﬁe recycle
slurry. For example, if the iron content of the recycle
slurry tends to increase because of the variations within
the process, the guantity of pyrite added can be de-
creased slightly below that which would otherwise be used
based on the calcium content of the coal.

Similarly, if the iron content in the recycle
slurry tends to decrease because of variations in the
process, the quantity of added pyrite can be increased
somevwhat above that which would otherwise be required
based on the calcium content of the coal.

The feed slurry in line 16 is pumped by means of
reciprocating pump 18 and admixed with recycle hydrogen
entering through line 20 and with make—-up hydrogen enter-—
ing through line 21 prior to passage through tubular pre-
heater furnace 22 from which it is discharged through
line 24 to dissolver 26.

The temperature of the reactants at the outlet of
preheater 22 is about 700°F (371°C) to 760°F (404°C). At
this temperature the coal is partially dissolved in the
recycle solvent, and the exothermic hydrogenation and
hydrocracking reactions are just beginning. W¥hereas the
temperature gradually increases along the length of the
preheater tube, dissolver 26 is at a generally uniform
temperature throughout and the heat generated by the
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hydrocracking reactions in the dissolver raises the tem-
perature of the reactants to the reaction temperature.
Hydrogen gquench passing through line 28 is injected into
the dissolver at various points to control the reaction
temperature and alleviate the impact of the exothermic
reactions.

The conditions in the dissolver include a tempera-
ture in the range of 750°F to 900°F (399°C to 482°C),
preferably 820°F to 870°F (438°C to 466°C) and a resi-
dence time of 0.1 to 4.0 hours, preferably 0.2 to 2
hours. The total pressure is in the range of 1,000 to
3,000 psi and is preferably 1,500 to 2,500 psi (70 to 210
kg/cmz, preferably 105 to 175 kg/cmz). The ratio of
hydrogen to feed coal can be, for example, about 10,000
to about 80,000 SCF/ton (0.31-2.48M>/kg), preferably
from 20,000 to 50,000 SCF/ton (0.62-1.55 M3/kg).

The dissolver effluent passes through line 29 to
vapor-liquid separator system 30. Vapor-liguid separa-
tion system 30, consisting of a series of heat exchangers

and vapor—-liquid separators separates the dissolver

effluent into- a noncondensed gas stream 32, a condensed
light liquid distillate in line 34 and a product slurry
in line 56. The condensed light liquid distillate from
the separators passes through line 34 to atmospheric
fractionator 36. The non-condensed gas in liﬂé 32
comprises unreacted hydrogen, methane and other 1light
hydrocarbons, along with HZS and CO0,, and is passed
to acid gas removal unit 38 for removal of st and
C02. The hydrogen sulfide recovered is converted to
elemental sulfur which is removed from the process
through line 40. A portion of the purified gas is passed
through line 42 for further processing in cryogenic unit
44 for removal of much of the methane and ethane as pipe—-
line gas which passes through line 46 and for the removal
of propane and butane as LPG which passes through line
48. The purified hydrogen in line 50 is blended with the
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remaining gas from the acid gas treating step in line 52
and comprises the recycle hydrogen for the process.

The product slurry from vapor-liquid separators 30
passes through line 56 and comprises liquid solvent, nor-
mally solid dissolved coal and catalytic mineral residue.
Stream 56 is split into two major streams, 58 and 60,
which have the same composition as line 56. The non-—
recycled portion of this slurry passes through line 60 to
atmdspheric fractionator 36 for separation of the major
products of the procéss.

In fractionator 36, the slurry product is distilled
at atmospheric pressure to remove an overhead naphtha
stream through line 62, a 350°F (177°C) to 600°F (316°C)
light distillate stream through line 64 and a bottoms
stream through line 66. The bottoms stream in line 66
passes to vacuum distillation tower 68. The temperature
of the feed to the fractionation system is normally main-
tained at a sufficiently high level that no additional
preheating is needed, other than for start-up operations.
A heavy distillate stream comprising 600°F (316°C) to
900°F (482°C) material is withdrawn from the vacuum’ tower

through line 70. The combination of the light and heavy ..

distillates in lines 64 and 70 makes up the major fuel
0il product of the process. i
The bottoms from vacuum tower 68, consisting of all
the normally solid dissolved coal, undissolved organic
matter and mineral matter of the process, but essentially
without any distillate liquid or hydrocarbon gases, may
be discharged by means of line 72 to line 76 for further
processing as desired. For exampie, such stream may be
passed to a partial oxidation gasifier to produce hydro-
gen for the process in the manner described in U.S.
Patent No. 4,222,847 to N. L. Carr and B. K. Schmid,
the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence. Alternatively -the bottoms from line 72 may be
passed via lines 74 and 14 to slurry mixing tank 12.
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The following examples are not intended to limit the
invention, but rather are presented for purposes of
illustration. All percentages are by weight unless
otherwise indicated.

5 EXAMPLE 1

Tests were performed on a high calcium content coal
(Kaiparowits) and a low calcium content coal sample
(Blacksville No. 2). In each case, the test was con-
ducte'd at a tem?erature of 450°C, a total pressure of

10 2250 psig (157 kg/cm?), a hydrogen rate of 4 weight
percent based upon the total weight of the feed slurry, a
residence time of 1.0 hour using a feed slurry containing
30 weight percent MF coal with the remainder of the feed
slurry comprising product slurry recycled from the

15 process. .

The results of these tests are shown in Table I.
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The data of Table I show that the Ce - 800°F (482°C)
liguid yield for the low calcium content (Blacksville No.
2) coal increased only 2.4 weight percent when 5.2 weight
percent pyrite was added in Test 2b as compared with Test
2a in which no additional pyrite was injected. ©On the
other hand, the Cg - 900°F (482°C) liquid produced in
Test la increased by 15.8 weight percent over Test 1b
when 5.2 weight percent pyrite was added. Thus, the high
calcium feed coal produced a Cg = S00°F (482°C) yield
increase of 3.04 weight percent based on MAF coal for
each weight percent of pyrite added, while the low cal-
cium content coal produced -only a Cg - 900°F (482°C)
yield increase of 0.46 weight percent based on MAF coal
per unit weight of pyrite added.

EX2AMPLE II
Tests were performed using a number of feed coals

having high and low calcium content to show the interac-
tive effects of the calcium and added pyrite in a coal
ligquefaction process. The conditions and results of
Tests 3a-12b are presented in Table II. Tests 3a2-8b were
conducted under a total pressure of 2250 psig (157
kg/cmz) and tests 9a-12b were conducted under a total
pressure of 1800 psig (126 kg/cmz) using pure hydrogen
at a nominal rate of 50,000 SCF/ton of feed coal with a
nominal reactor residence time of one hour and a coal
concentration of 30 weight percent . Other process
conditions are set forth in Table II." In all cases the
feed coal and added pyrite were mixed with recycle slurry
from the process and the recycle slurry flow was adjusted
in a consistent manner to maintain solvent balance and
steady state conditions.
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The data of Table II show that for the higher cal-
cium content coals of Tests 3a-4b and 8a-8b, there is a
generally greater improvement in Cg - 900°F (482°C)

liquid yield in response to pyrite addition as compared
with the generally lower calcium content feed coals.

The effect of pyrite addition on Cg - 900°F (482°C)
liquid yield during coal liquefaction is graphically

" jllustrated in FIG. 2 wherein the increase in ligquid

yield based upon MAF (moisture and ash free) feed coal is
plotted versus the weight percent pyrite added as FeS,

based on MF (moisture free) coal.
The two solid lines of FIG. 2 show the effect of

added pyrite upon ligquid yield improvement for the low

and high calcium coal groups, respectively. The dashed
line resulted from a computer correlation from many prior

coal liguefaction experiments. Yields were correlated as
a function of reactor conditions and selected coal pro-

perties which included iron’ and pyrite sulfur content

but not calcium content. The dashed line represents the

cffect on calculated liquid yields which would be ob-
tained if the pyrite added had the same effect as pyrite
actually contained in the feed coal. '

As seen in FIG. 2, the beneficial effect of added
pyrite on low calcium coals -is significantly less than
would be expected as seen by comparing the dashed iine

with the low calcium coal solid line. For high calcium
coals however, the beneficial effect is significantly
greater than would normally be expected as indicated by
comparing the dashed line with the high calc1um solid
line. The extraordinarily beneficial effect of adding
pyrite to high calcium coals is believed to be a result
of a catalytic interaction between the added pyrite and

the calcium in the feed coal.
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FIG. 2 also shows that a given increase in liquid
vield can be obtained at a much lower level of added

pyrites using high calcium coal. For example, when using
low calcium coal, an increase in liquid yield of 6% re-

~quires the addition of 5.2% pyrite compared to a require-

ment of only about 1% added pyrite for high calcium
coals. This effect is also illustrated by a comparison
of test numbers 8a and 8b compared with test numbers 8%a
and Sb. Here an increase of about 14% requires the
addition of 5% pyrite with low calcium coal and only
about 3% pyrite with high calcium coal (Kaiparowits).

The advantage of the discovery of this effect is
that measuring the calcium content of the feed coal makes
it possible to minimize the addition of pyrite to achieve
a given increase in liquid yield, or to maximize the
liquid yield by adding a larger gquantity of pyrite. The
total quantity of pyrite which can be added is limited by
the fact that it adds to the total solids content in the
system. The total solids content in the system is in
turn limited by pumpability constraints in the slurry

feed system '‘and in the vacuum tower bottoms stream.

The improvement in C; - 900°F (482°C) liquid
vield per weight percent pyrite added for the various
coals is graphically illustrated in FIG. 3 wherein
Cg - 900°F (482°C) 1liquid yield improvement is ploéted
versus the ratio of calcium content to ash content
in the feed coal. The data upon which FIG. 3 is based
is set forth in Tables I and II. The numbers in FIG.
3 refer to the test numbers of Tables I and II. FIG.
3 shows that the higher calcium-containing coals pro-
duced a greater improvement in liguid yield per unit
of added pyrite than did the lower calcium content
coals. Thus, point 3 on FIG. 3 represents the Cs -
S00°'F (482°C) 1liguid yield increase per unit weight
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percent pyrite added for Tests 3a and 3b and shows that a
6.93 percent increase in liquid yield was obtained for a
1 percent addition of pyrite. Likewise, FIG. 3 shows
that for Tests 4a and 4b (point 4) a 7.81 percent in-
crease in C; - 900°F (482°C) 1liquid yield was obtained
for each percent of added pyrite for the high calcium
coal tested.

FIG. 3 further shows that the lower calcium content
coals tested had a much lower yield improvement of Cg -
900°F (482°C) ligquid per unit weight of pyrite. The data
in Table II further show the Cg - 900°F (482°C) 1ligquid
yield increase per weight percent pyrite added predicted
by the aforesaid mathematical correlation using model
parameters including . temperature, pressure, residence
time, recycle ash, coal feed concentration and feed
pyrite concentration based upon numerous actual tests.
It is seen that in each case the actual increase in Cg
- 900°F (482°C) liquid obtained for the high calcium
content coals is more than the predlcted increase, and

also greater than the actual data obtained for the low

calcium content ccals, thus indicating the unpredictable

_ correlation between calcium content of feed coal and-CS

- 900°F (482°C) 1liguid yield improvement caused by
pyrite. .

The data of Tables I and II were replotted in FIG 4
to show the effect of particle size of added pyrite. The
tests which were conducted with large size pyrite cata-
lyst are denoted by "L" and those using finely divided
pyrite catalyst are depicted by "S". This shows that
particle size does not appear to have a significant
effect when compared to the effect of calcium, and that
the process of this invention is substantially indepen-

dent of particle size.
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EXAMPLE III

Tests were performed using various feed coals having
high and low calcium content to show the interactive
effects of calcium and added pyrite in a coal liguefac-
tion process without benefit of slurry recycle. The
conditions and results of Tests 13a2-20b are presented in
Table III. In all cases the feed coal and added pyrite
were mixed with recycle distillate liquid in a manner to
maintain solvent balance and steady state conditions.
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The data of Table III show that the improvement in
C. - 900°F (482°C) liguid yield for the higher calcium

5
content feed coals is generally greater in response to

pyrite addition as compared with the lower calcium

content feed'coals.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A coal liquefaction process for increasing the
amount of liquid product boiling in the range Cg -
900°F (482°C), which comprises passing hydrogen and a
feed'slurry comprising a high calcium feed coal and a
distillate solvent to a coal liquefaction zone, and
adding pyrite to said feed slurry in inverse proportion

to the calcium content of said feed coal.

2. The process of claim 1 wherein said feed coal
contains from 1.0 to about 3 weight percent calcium based
upon MF coal. ‘

3. The process of claim 2 wherein said feed coal
contains between about 1.5 to about 3 weight percent cal-

cium based upon MF coal..

4. The process of claim 1 wherein the pyrite added
to said feed slurry is between about 1 to about 10 weight

percent based upon MF feed coal.

5. The process of claim 4 wherein the pyrite
added to said feed slurry is between about 1 to about 5
weight percent pyrite based upon MF feed coal.

6. The process of claim 4 wherein said pyrite
added to said feed slurry is between about 2 to about 5
weight percent based upon MF feed coal.

7. The process of claim 1 wherein said pyrite
added to said feed slurrxy has an average particle dia-
meter of between about 20 and about 100 microns.

8. The process of claim 1 wherein said feed slurry
additionally compiise; recycle slurry comprising recycle
normally solid dissolved coal and recycle mineral residue.

UREA
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9. The process of claim 8 wherein the amount of
pyrite added to said feed slurry is controlled by moni-
toring the calcium content of said feed coal and the
iron content of said recycle slurry stream and adding
pyrite in response to the concentrations of calcium and

iron determined.

10. The process of claim 1 wherein said pyrite is
pulverized pyrite obtained from water washing of raw

coal.

ll. The process of claim 1 wherein the amount of
pyrite added to the feed slurry is less than required to
achieve the same C; - 900°F (482°C) liquid yield from a
feed coal containing less than 0.6 weight percent calcium.

12. A coal liquefaction process for producing a dis-
tillate liquid product:which comprises passing hydrogen
and a feed slurry comprising a célcium—containing feed -
coal containing at least 0.8 weight percent calcium based
upon MF coal, recycle normally solid dissolved coal:'
recycle mineral residue and a distillate solvent to a
coal liquefaction zone, measuring the calcium content of
the ash of said feed coal and controlling the guantity of
pyrite added to said feed slurry at a level determined by
the concentration of calcium in said feed coal and in
inverse proportion to said calcium content of said feed
coal, reacting said slurry in a reaction zone at a tem-
perature in the range of between about 393%3°C and about
482°C to dissolve said coal to form distillate liguid
and normally solid dissolved coal, separating said ,
reaction effluent inte fractions, a first fraction
comprising distillate boiling range ligquid and a second
ffaction comprising normally solid dissolved coal and
mineral residue, and recycling at least a portion of said
distillate boiling ranée liquid, normally solid dissolved
coal and mineral residue for mixing with said feed coal.

. TWIRO D
&
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13. The process of claim 12 wherein the iron con-

tent of said recycle mineral - residue is monitored and
such information used to control the addition of said

pyrite to said feed slurry.

5 14. The process of claim 12 wherein said feed coal
contains from 1.0 to about 3 weight percent calcium based

on MF feed coal.

15. The process of claim 12 wherein the pyrite added
to said feed slurry is between about 1 to about 10 weight-
10 percent based upon MF feed coal.

-
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