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FOREWORD

In the sarly nart of 1945, zs the Allied armies advanced, German labo-
ratories and plants became availeble for investization, Since German de-
velopment work had been hidden from the eyes of the world by the Reich's
naticnal policy of secrecy, and by 5-1/2 years of var, it was obvious that
much might be learned from such investigation, In particular, this was true
in the synthetic-fuel industries deriving oil, gasoline, and a wide verlety
of chemicals from coal, For, owing to the scarcity of domestic petroleum,
Germany had been forced into intense development of this Tield in contrast
to the limited emount of similer development by the United States and Great
Britain. Before the fighting ended in Eurcpe, the United Staites a2nd Great
Britain organized tesms comprising experis in all fields to investigate the
research and infusitrial operaticns in Germeny. The teams investigating
coal, oil, gasification, and allied chemical Tields included more than 30
Americen investigators and about an equivalent number of British investiga-
tors during 1945 and functioned with a2 reduced staff into 1946, Gorman
work in the synthetic liguid-Tuels industries and allied Tields was on such
a large scale that even such extensive investigation could not posgeibly
cover the subject in all detall, EHowever, a great deal of information pos-
sible of direct applicetion, and mich information of & fundamental nature to
help gulde research work in this country for many years, was uncovered,
tudies of the Gormsn indvstry still are continuing, and it is hoped that
such gaps in the information 2s now exist will be filled in by futvre work.

The primary ficlds covered in the cil and synthetic fuels investigation
were concerned with petroloum refining and the gas-synihesis and coal-hydro-
genation processcs for producing oil from coal, The related ficlds of coal
gasification, oxygen preduction, alcohol manufacture, lubricating-oil pro-
duction, and the production of waxes and odivle fats, as well as a varicty
of other cheomicals, werc an inheront part of the investigation,

This report is onc of a serics that resulted from the investigations

in Gormany and other parts of Eurcpc by the Technical 01l Mission, operating
~under the suspiccs of the Minisiry of Fucl and Power for Great Britain and
the Pcetroleum Administration for War and the Burcau of Mines for the United
States, It is boing published in accordance with the policy of tho United
States Goveornmont to make availablc to the interostod public theo results of
the investigations of cnomy rescarch end industrial devclopment,

We Co Schrocder, Chilof,

Office of Synthotic Liguid Fuols,
Burcau of Mines,

Washington, D. C.
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1; The Burean of Mines will welcome the reprinting of this paper provided
the following footnote acknowledgment ig used: "Reprinted from Buresu

3 of Mines Information Circular T376.

2/ Petroleum Administration for Was (United States).
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