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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this project is to assess the desirability
of facilitaring the production of chemical feedstocks from coal
and oil shale resources, and to provide suggestions for future i
ERDA research programs based on the results found. Program sug-
gestions are based on a review of factors ecritical to the use
of coal and oil shale for chemical production and the. status of
current ERDA program efforts. The approach used in the study con-
sists of the following steps:
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e Review of petrochemical feedstock demand and
fuel supply demand projections.

® Determination of how coal and oil shale tech-~
nologies could relate to the processing routes
for chemical feedstocks.

® Tdentification of factors eritiecal to the
utilization of coal and oil shale derived
petrochemical feedstocks.

e Review of ERDA programs potentially related
to producing chemicals from coal and oil
shale.

e Suggestions for future ERDA research programs.
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The suggestions made for ERDA research programs were
in the areas of:
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Catalyst Development

Processing Techniques
Characterization of Ligquids
Economics -

e Enviranment,_Safety, and Health

Catalyst development is considered to be the most important
technological development need for the near term.
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