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KUKUCK PLANT AT NIEDERSACHSWERFEN

REASON-FPOR-VISLT-

As a result of the disclosure of info ma‘ion aLt Leuna that en
underground hydrogenation plant *as ‘o be built at Niedevsechewerfen "
gite of the plant wee vigited on lfy Ond. JORT, 1y W= do 1T AR
r. T..L.Hi'x‘sta

- _—y A
"TATT THTRRVIEWED -

e following ataff mn - tvwhayviewed: -

Alfred Eichhorn - Techni.sche Abt~*'wra
Paul Grirmmel ~ Worke Manager
Hollmith Talmvahay Novyg Tnginew

TOCATION OF SITE.

. The site of the plant was not noticeeble from the air or

the ground because there were workings already in existence prior

to 194.. The plant was being installed at the Anhydrite workings

of the I.G. at Niedersachswerfen and thus it was possible to remove
all excavation and other meterials from the site and use them for
fertiliser mamfacture at Leuna, Wolfen and Oppau or tip them on

the Dump at Leuna leaving little trace of the existence of any abnorml
activities.

1

HISTORICAL - TO 1938.

: Up ‘to 1936 the whole of the Anhydrite for the I.G. had
been obtained by the quarrying .of the rock from the face of the
hill, the average output of the men being of the order of 8.7
tonnes/man shift. 1In 1936 they received instructions from the
Reich that they must meke tunnels and chambers in the rock and so
change from face working to tunneling to get the stones for the.
manufacture of fertiliser. This work consisted of a large

tunnel being driven from the face of the rock a considerable dis-
tance in and then driving tunnels at right angles to the main

tufinel, to make what was, and is still known as the Mittelwerk.

(see Figure T). This work was completed in 1938, with no approach
from the southern side of the hill, and therefore no visual sign
of the operation would be there. T .
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HfSTORICAL-~FRO 194l

In April 194 they received instruoctions from the S.S. to
start miing Purther excavations but this time nearer the north face
of the hill. This work was given the code mumbers of B.1ll and B.12.
B.11 was later divided into two sections and given the names of KUKUCK '
and EEER. _(B.1l and B,12, Nordwerke, entailed the excavation of
7,000,000 M3 of rock) The KUKWCK I plant was to be an Underground
Hydrogenation plant and the plant to be en Underpround Ti~uid
Oxygen plant. It was stated that the latter wos A anmplate and w--
t» be run hy the JUNKERS firm.

The imitial work on B.1l and B.12 was comnenced with
existing staff of the I.G. at Niedersachawerfen, i.e. about 400 men.
In order to speed up the work and to provide men skilled in the art
of excavation in tumnels and caverns, men were imported from the Saar, -
Ruhr and Aachen and foreign workers were used too to act as unskilled
labour. To provide the skilled staff necessary for the work the
Grossdeutscher Schactbay. Ge.m.b.H. were- brought in to share the work
with the I.G. - N :

By March 1945 the working strength had reached 1,600 and
about 75% of the excavation of KUKUCK I appeared to be complete.

The averasge output of the men was about 0.65 tonnes/msn

day. - -

- The largest cavern was to be 47 feet wide and 37 feet high.
Other caverns Were to be deeper tut mot so wide. The main commnic-
ation tunnels which ran along the east boundary of the plant and
between the oil and gas sections were to be 38 feet wide and 26 feet

high- )
I ‘ . . B ! \‘/ :
Very. little mechanical -erection had taken place the only

signs f‘lJGinS a half" erected eir compressor in the machine section for
.‘bl_leD.H.D. plant.\ ‘v B ' ‘

sﬁ@hsw&‘fen!falidf‘jvag»j~t1ie"‘foil' . v
; station for ‘the KUKWK I plant. = .~
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