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Personnel of Inveétigating Team

Dr. %.C. Schroeder, U.S., Bureau of Mines,; Dapt. of
the Interior
Dr. A.R. Powsll, U,S., Petroleum Administration for
War
Dr, G. von.mlbe, U.S., Bursau o7 Mines, Dept. of the
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Documents found at Sterkrade showad that soms
726 Ruh»chsmia pars onne1 were evacuated to various

locations in Germany in the autumn of 1944 and early in
1945, Lsiern, &3zormat10n on the location of certain
key personnsi and stores of documents was obtained

-

from Lt. Czmar. ﬁamerQJ, RelleVaRe and from interviews with

Prof. Martin znd othsrs. This information is

-1l. Dr. Bisdsrbeck and some documenis wera reported
: to éﬁ at Euber gh Wisse, betwesen Ringelheim and

2. A very largs collsction of documsnts and drawirngs
wers sitorsd in the outhouses of a small moated
castle at Reelkirchen about 4 miles S.,W. of
Blomberg {(Lippe)s. Dr. Rohs, legal advisor to
Ruhrchenig, was stated to bs liviag in the

villazs of Reslkirchen.

3. Dr. zoelen, chemist in charge of Ruhrchemis's
regsareh and davelopment laboratories and
jokale! aﬁs’* ths most valuable member of this
Comnany's technical staff was reportsd as bsing:

(2) At a farm near Salzwedel (55 miles N.X.W.
of lagdeburg).

{£)} At Werben (about 55 miles N,N.E. of

lagdeburg).
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4, Dr. Roelen's staff and sore documants were
stated to be at a sugar factory at Grosse Mehner
naar Salzgitte (S.W. of Braunschweig).

Se Dr. Schaub znd ths fuel ang lubricating oil
testing laboratory were rsported to bs

ag At MNutlar ) both near Arnsbarg (cae 30
b) At Willingen) miles S.3E. of Hamm. )

6. Herr von Asboth, Chief Lngiineer of Ruhrchsmie,
reported to be at Laubs near Schandau, S.E. of
Dresden on the Czecho-Slovak bordar.

7e Dr. Heckel, in chargse of iron-catalyst
" development under Roelen, said to be ill and
with his family in the village of Hof, Bavaria.

The reported locations of Dr. Rogslen and von
Asboth were in areas which Wers not open to Cel,0.8.
teams and a start was, therefore, madse in ths
Braunschweig area. '

Investigstions in Braunschweig Arsa, April 25th to 27th,

1945,

» The sugar factory &t Grosse Mehner was viaited
2t midday on April 26ih. It appearsd that Ruhrchemie
Personnsl were no longer at the factory although soma
documents had been left thsre, These were exsmined snd

- 8 numbsar removed. In the village of Grosse Mahnery
Dr, Blichnsr, who claimsd to bs in charge of the analytic~
al laboraiory, under Roelen, was locatsd and interrogat—
gd, :

He stated that 1t had been intended to carry-
on with ths developmsni of iron catalysts -on a small~
seale in ths 1 aboratory sttachsd to the sugar factory.
Mo material (stores and apparatus) had, howevsr,
arrived, and so this work was nsver started. BHchner
aad left Sterkrads on February 22nd to obtein billets,

D losske being left bshind to supsrvise the packing of
material for evacuation. He believed that

Gehrke had been "called-up" for ths armsd forces.
only other Ruhrchemie personnel in the Grosse Mahner
area wers juniors.
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Blichuer claimsd that although he was
responsible for analyses of iron catalysts and their
synthesis products, ths samples were sent in to him with
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a code numbsr and hs could not tell which catalysts were
the best or which products wers derived from s given
catalyst or under what conditions they wers preparade.

He was, howsver, able to giva the following
general information. The iron catalyst was in a state
of developrmsnt and frequently gave undesirable oxygen-—
containing products. - The chemical composition was of
less imporiancs than the conditions of preparation (i.0e
precipitation) and reduction. He undsrstood that the
catalyst was precipitated with alksli from a solution of
the nitratses of iron, calcium and coppsr. Catalysts
precipitated with sodium csrbonate gave lower—boiling
products than those precipitated with caustic soda or
potash. Ts belisved that for 100 pts. Fe thsere wers
10 pts. C&l ==& not more than 5 pts. Coppere. Ths
catalyst contzinsd aboul 50% by weight of iron and only a
amall proporsion of kisselguhr, as this material had an
adverse affesci on the catalyst life. The presencs of
. zopper faciliteted reduction; the proportion was not
criticale. :

The reaction temperature yas about 240°C. end
the product yield, about 100. gm. /Nm¥ water gas, in one
stage opsration.’ The products in some cases contained
zs much as 8C% of alcohols.
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er in ths afternoon of ths 26th,
Dr. Bisderheci Was 1ocated in ths hamlst of Haberlsh
Wiese and ne isd the way to 2 wooden 'barrack' bullt
among trses oo & hillsids adjacent %o iron~ore wWorkings.
A number of Ruhrchsmis workmen ware epparantly living in
+this wooden nut and had accumulated considerable stocks
of food thsrs. In several rooms packing casés
containing dccuments and letter files were found; thers
was only time cn that occasion to exemine the contants
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of ons of thiese C8s88.
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Cn the following day (April 27th) the contents
of 21l the boxes Wars gxamined and a numbsr of files and
documents r ad. on this occasion, Herr Waibal, thse
finanzial 8 + on the Ruhrchenie '"Vorstand' who lived:

roy villags of Gsbhartshagen put in an

a

2
appesrance aid was interrogatead. He claimed persistently
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to have no knowlsdgs concerning the technical side, his
field béing entirely business and financs. He refarrsd
to a Dr. Spieske asg being equal in importance tc Roelen in
the field of hydrocarbon reésearch and production, He dia
2ot krow this man's present location. He confirmed that
technical documents had been évacuatad to the castle at
Reelkirchen but claimed that before they laft Sterkreade,
all laboratory, research, and secrst reports had bsen
burnt in the boiler house on the orders of the Vorstand,

On the Haberlsh Wiese gite an under ground
nitrogen plant was under construction. This was known
as 'Lack 2', The entrance tunnsl in the hillside where
the Tbarrack' was situated Was found and explored, but
the excavations had apparently not proceeded bsyond ths
construction of this tunnel. o '

Dr. Biederbeck, who was apparently in chargs
of the nitrogsen plant at Sterkrade, was not interrogated.

This completed the investigations in ths
Braunschwaig arsa, '

investigations in the Blomberg (Lippe) Area, April 28th
~ , - to Hay Ist, 1945,

The village of Reelkirchen was located at noon
on April 28th, and the small "Wasserschloss" found in
accordance with the advence information. The "castle"
was more accurately a moderate~sized country houss
surrounded by 2 massive wall and a picturesque moat.
The main gateway through the encircling wall was flanksd
by buildings divided into a number of small rooms, which
w3re stacked from Pfloor to celling with packing casss and
Paper sacks conteining letter files, drawings,
miscellaneous papsrs, office equipment, etc,

It appeared that Ruhrchemisg had equipped thsese
rooms as offices, with =2 telephone,_typewritars, offica
tables, etec. and whsn the military authorities in
Blomberg first examined the vlace, only a relatively
small number of unopened packing cases and sacks wsre
Tound thers. Latsr, howsver, a member of ths unit
stationed in the district noticsd 2z small boy playing
- with some blusprints, The boy was guestioned concerning
the origin of thess drawings and as a result a furthsr
large numbsr of cases and sacks of documents were found
- in barns, farm buildings, hay ricks, etc., scattersd
- round the Reelkirchen ares. These were collectsd and
" stored in the gate-house buildings at the "Wassserschloss",
the rooms locked and a guard posted until an
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investigating party could arriva to examine them.

The afternoon of the 28th and the whole of 29th,
30th and the.lst of May, was spent in opening ths cases
and bags and exasmining the contents. A carsful
examination of the many hundreds of files and drawings
thus revealed would have taken several weeks, and it was
only possibls %o sagregate those documents which appeared,
from a cursory exsmination, to contain matter of interest
to the. CICS investigation. In this way, 6 packing cases
of documents wers collscted for more careful examination
in Londan.

Dr. Rohs was located in the village and told that
the rooms ®wars ssing sealed up and that he would be held
personally == bls for any interfersence with them on
the nart of = ' '

=

The rooms were duly sealed and the U.S. Army
~Unit in Blombsrz given parmission to remove the guard.

This completsd the invastigations'in the
Blomberg arssz. : ‘ '

It was ©=1t that the party would not be
justified in spending further time following up the othsr,
" 1ess wall authenticaied clues to the whereabouts of

 personnel and documents, at this stags. It sesmed likely
that the main msss of evacusted papers had bean found at
Reslkirchen zni ¥ the detailed examination of ths
material extiracizd from this location indicated that
important informztion was still lacking, efforts could be
made to follow up the remaining clues.
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A German-compiled list of Ruhrchemie works ana
departmental msnzgers, obitained from Lt. Cmdr. Camsror
is appsnded to this Report.
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Appendix to Report 7

Ruhrchsemie A.Ge

Betriebs— und Abteilungsleiter

Prof. Dr. Martin Metz
Dir. Dr. Hagemann Neweling
Dir. Waibal Pabst
Dir. v. Asboth Redemund
Blrtges Redicker
Bibus Ricping
Dr. Biedsrback Dr. Roslan
Dr. Biermann Dr. Rohe
Dr. Blank Dr. Rottig
Brisle Dr. Schaak
Clar Dr. Schaller
, D8ring Dy, Schaub
Ernsting Schaepers
Dr. Faisst Scheidt

Dr, P8rster
Dr. Gshrke

Dr. Schmatloch
Sehmidt

Dr. Goethel Dr. Schuff
Goitlob Schults
G8tz Sesgsr
Gubin - Somusy
Hartwig Dr. Spaniar
Hagen Spisks
Henka-Stark Sprunken
Hssseln Steffe
Holligsr Dr. Stods
Kagermeier Streuss
Kalk StrBtgen
{lginhans Stubnsxr
En8llingsr Stuhlpfarrer
Kolling Tenter
K¥8ppsrn Trauj

Dr. Kriiger Dre. Velds
Krusskop?f Velder
Kuhlmann Volk
Lassmann Wdchter T
Lindsmann Widchter IT -
Ve de List Dr. Zilly
Liben

Meiar

Dr. Mesyer
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