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[57] ABSTRACT

A grease may be made having synergistic extreme
pressure properties using a major amount of a base oil
and a thickener and a minor amount of low density
polyethylene and known extreme pressure enhancing
additives.
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LUBRICANT WITH SYNERGISTIC EXTREME
PRESSURE ADDITIVES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention pertains to the field of lubricants,
especially greases.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

It is desirable in the selection of greases.to consider
the environment that the grease will have to operate
under and in many cases to select a grease which has
properties which will allow it to perform adequately
where two surfaces come together with considerable

force. A lubricant between these surfaces must possess.

a property known as Extreme Pressure (EP) Tolerance.
This property allows the lubricant to continue to lubri-
cate the two surfaces and to stay between the two sur-
faces even though the surfaces come together with
considerable force making it very difficult to keep a
lubricant in place and to keep the two surfaces from
actually touching each other. The art has many refer-
ences to additives which impart extreme pressure prop-
erties to greases, that is the extreme pressure properties
of the resulting grease having the combination of addi-
tives as disclosed by applicants have extreme pressure
properties superior to greases containing either compo-
nent of the proposed additive combination. In general,
the additive combination of applicants’ invention con-
sists of low density polyethylene and a conventional
extreme pressure additive. The low density polyethyl-
ene is melted into the grease and the combination im-
parts a synergistic effect to the extreme pressure prop-
erties of the resulting grease. Polyethylene has been
used and is disclosed in the art for other purposes. U.S.
Pat. No. 3,432,431 discloses a grease having improved
endurance properties, which is not related to extreme
pressure properties, wherein a high density polyethyl-
ene is cold dispersed, not melted, into a grease. Ex-
treme pressure properties are not discussed. In fact the
high density type of polyethylene used is not suitable
for applicants’ invention. The only mention of extreme
pressure properties comes in a general listing of other
additives which the patentee says may be used in his
grease. One of these additives, molybdenum disulfide,
is known to be used as an extreme pressure additive.
However, the teachings of this patent do not discuss
extreme pressure properties and the reference to mo-
lybdenum disulfide is only used in a general listing of
other additives. Also, patentee uses high density poly-
ethylene which is cold dispersed unlike the low density
polyethylene which is melted, hot dlspersed in appli-
cants’ invention.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,753,906 discloses a brake cylinder
grease which by the definition of the numerated prop-
erties does not have extreme pressure properties. In
this patent a medium density polyethylene is melted
into grease to thicken it. The only reference to extreme
pressure properties is in a general and broad listing of
other additives wherein the term “extreme pressure
agents” appears. However, no details are given in this
instance and no teaching is given to indicate that any
extreme pressure properties are needed or desired in
the grease disclosed and claimed, nor is there any
teaching of synergism at all. In fact, extreme pressure
properties are not even measured in the grease which is
claimed. The general thrust of this patent is in.the order
of addition of the polyethylene and the clay and the
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effect of the order of addition on the endurance test
which provides the improvement of the grease. Fur-
ther, medium density polyethylene is required whereas
low density polyethylene is required for the present
invention.

Applicants on the other hand have ‘as an object the
production of a grease having synergistic: mixture of

additives which impart extreme. pressure agent. The

low density polyethylene is melted into the grease
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is a grease comprising a major amount
of a lubricating oil, a thickener, low. density polyethyl-
ene and conventional extreme pressure agents.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The lubricating oils forming the major component of
the grease compositions may be any lubricating .oils
having Saybolt Universal viscosities in the range from
about 75 seconds at 100°F (75 SUS/100°F) to about
225 seconds at-210°F, which may be either naphthenic
or paraffinic in type or blends comprising both naph-
thenic and paraffinic oils. The.preferred lubricating oils
are those having Saybolt Universal viscosities in the
range from about 300 seconds at 100°F to about 100
seconds at 210°F, which. may be blends of lighter and
heavier oils in the lubricating oil viscosity range. Syn-
thetic lubricating oils, which may be preferred ‘in pre-
paring greases having special properties required for
special types of lubricating service; include .oils .pre-
pared by cracking and polymerizing products of the
Fischer-Tropsch process and the like as well as other
synthetic oleaginous ‘compounds -such as polyethers,

‘polyester, silicone. oils, etc, having viscosities within the

lubricating oil viscosity range. Suitable polyethers in- .
clude particularly polyalkylene glycols such as polyeth- .,
ylene glycol. Suitable polyesters include the aliphatic.
dicarboxylic acid diesters, such as di-2-ethyl-hexyl seb-. .
acate, di (secondary amyl) sebacate, .di-2-ethyl-hexyl -
azelate,-di-iso-octyl adipate, etc. The sulfur analogs of .
the polyalkylene esters and polyesters are also suitable. -
Silicone polymer. oils'may.also be employed, prefera-
bly having viscosities.in the range from about 70 to 900

‘seconds Saybolt Universal at 100°F. Suitable com-

pounds of this type include dimetyl silicone polymer,
diethyl silicone- polymer, methyl cyclohexyl silicone
silicone polymer, dipheny! silicone polymer, methyl-
ethyl silicone polymer, methyltolyl silicone polymer,
etc. The lubricating:oils normally comprise from about
70 t0.98% of the grease composition.

Generally two types of thickeners for the oils are
used, to form greases: soaps and/or clays.

By the term “‘soap-base thickening agent” as used
herein, is meant metal soaps of fatty acids which are
capable of providing, a stable. gel structure to lubricat-
ing base oils. The term is intended to include conven-
tional- metal soaps. complex soaps, mixed base :soap
greases, and the like, and include the following particu-
lar types of soap thickeners: »

Metal base:,

Aluminum base .
Barium base
Calcium base
Lithium basc
Sodium base
Lead base
Strontium base
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Mixed bases: »
Sodium-calcium base
Sodium-barium base
Calcium-aluminum base
Sodium-aluminum base
Magnesium-aluminum- base
Lithium-aluminum base
Lithium-calcium base

Metal complex;
Hydrated calcium soap
Hydrated aluminum soap
Hydrated barium soap
Hydrated lithium soap
Hydrated sodium soap
Hydrated strontium soap
Complex aluminum soap
Complex barium soap
Aluminum-barium complex
Aluminum-sodium complex
Complex calcium soap

“Calcium soap-calcium acetate complex
Calcium soap-calcium chloride complex
“Calcium soap-strontium hydrate complex
Calcium-barium soap complex

- Complex lithium soap

“Lithium soap-lithium acetate

* Lithium-soap-lithium azelate comple
“Magnesium soap complex »
Lead soap complex
-Sodium soap-sodium acetate complex
Sodium soap-sodium acrylate complex
Sodium-barium complex
“Strontium-calcium acetate complex

Though the lubricating base oil component of the
invention can be either a natural or synthetic oil, as a
practical matter, the base oil will usually be a natural
oil, e:g., a petroleum-derived mineral oil, Many syn-
thetic oils'such as silicone oils and various esters can be
thickened effectively with soap thickeners; however,
the thermal stability of soaps is usually considerably
lower than that of the synthetic oils. Therefore, there is
usually no point in using expensive synthetic oils with
soap greases. Exceptions to this, however, are some of
the complex greases which possess considerably higher
thermal stability than the conventional soap-base
greases. '

The clays which are useful as thickeners for the prep-
aration of greases are oleophilic clay products exhibit-
ing a substantial base exchange capacity. The clays
particularly contemplated herein include especially the
montmorillonites, such as sodium, potassium, lithium,
and the other bentonites, particularly of the Wyoming
bentonite type. Still more preferred are the magnesium
bentonites, sometimes referred to as ‘*‘Hectorites.”
These clays are characterized by unbalanced crystal
structure and are believed to have negative charges
which are normally neutralized by inorganic cations.
An especially preferred bentonite is that made by com-
plexing finely particulated montmorillonite in aqueous
media with dimethyldioctadecyl ammonium chloride
using the techniques described in U.S. Pat. No.
2,531,427 and 2,531,440. This product can also be
purchased under the coined name “Bentone 34 from
the Baroid Sales Division of National Lead.

The term “oleophilic clay product” is meant to in-
clude such clays when they have absorbed thereon or
reacted therewith sufficient organic ammonia base to
form an oleophilic product. The so-called “‘onium-
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4
clays™ comprise reaction products of oleophilic ammo-
nium bases (or their salts) and clay.

The clays are moré preferably modified by absorp-
tion of one or more oleophilic cationic surface-active
agents such as those described in U.S. Pat. Nos.
2,831,809 and 2,874,152. The clays are preferably
present in an amount sufficient to cause grease forma-
tion of the lubricating oil to occur. This will usually
occur in the range of 2.5-10% by weight of the high
base exchange clay (based on the inorganic clay por-
tion of the oleophilic clay product) depending some-
what upon the precise clay employed, the chemical
constitution of the major lubricating oil components
and the proportions of other components present in the
grease formulation.

The thickeners used in our invention normally com-
prise from about 3% to 10% of the grease.

The polyethylene which is one component of the
synergistic additive combination of our invention is low
density polyethylene. The density ranges from about

0.910 to 0.925 g/cc.

The other component in the synergistic extreme pres-
sure additive combination of our invention comprises
conventional extreme pressure additives. Such addi-
tives include but are not limited to molybdenum disul-
fide, lime, graphite, antimonydiamyldithiocarbamate,
antimony dialkyldithiocarbamate and antimony phos-
phorodithioate.

The polyethylene may be present in an amount rang-
ing from about 0.1to 3.0% of the grease. The conven-
tional extreme pressure additive may be present in an
amount ranging from about 1to 20% of the grease.

In addition to the additive combination of our inven-
tion, other additives of the types ordinarily employed in
lubricating compositions may be employed in these
greases, such as oxidation inhibitors, corrosion inhibi-
tors and tackiness agents.

PREPARATION OF THE GREASE AND
EXPERIMENTATION

The procedure for incorporating the polyethylene is
to heat the oil to 150°-160°F and add the polyethylene.
Heating is continued after the polyethylene is added
until the temperature reaches 300°~310°F. This tem-
perature is maintained while stirring until all the poly-
cthylene has dissolved. After all of the polyethylene is
dissolved, continued stirring and, if possible, circula-
tion of the oil-polyethylene blend from the bottom of
the blending kettle are maintained for one to three
hours at 300°-310°F to assure uniform distribution of
the polyethylene. After cooling to 150°-160°F, the clay
thickener dispersant, additional oil and additives may
be added as required to give the desired finished grease
product. Alternately the clay thickener may be added
prior to the polyethylene addition with equivalent re-
sults. Examples 1-4 illustrate the utility of the invention
for greases and show the synergistic effect of the addi-
tive combination on EP properties (Timken test).

EXAMPLE 1

A clay thickened EP grease was prepared with and
without polyethylene to give products of the composi-
tion and properties indicated below.

Composition, Wt, %

Base Oil, 70 SUS/210°F
Bentone 34 Thickener

79.04
6.96

77.25
7.00
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-continued
Molybdenum Disulfide 7.00 7.00
Lime 3.00 3.00
Antimonydiamyldithiocarbamate 4.00 4.00
Polyethylenc — 1.75
Water (Added) (0.70) (0.62)
Test Results
Worked Pen. (D-217) 373 385
Timken, OK, Ld (D-2509) 20 45
Load Wear Index, Kg (ST-238) 68.3 69.2
Weld Point, Kg 224 251
Heat Stability
Worked Pen. Change
Per Cent after 24 Hr.
at 250°F +18 —6.5
EXAMPLE 2

A clay thickened grease having a higher viscosity
base oil than the grease in Example | was prepared
with and without polyethylene to give the product com-
positions and performance shown below.

Composition, Wt. %

Base Oil, 95 SUS/210°F 30.08 78.31
Bentone 34 Thickener 5.92 6.15
Molybdenum Disulfide 7.00 7.00
Lime 3.00 3.00
Antimonydiamydithiocarbamate 4.00 4.00
Polyethylene Resin — '1.54
Water (Added) (0.70) (0.50)
Test Results

Worked Pen. (D-217) 364 349
Timken, OK, Lb (D-2509) 25 50
Load Wear Index . 74.4 70.3

Weld Point, Kg 251 316
Heat Stability, Worked Pen. Change

Per Cent after 24 Hr. at 250°F +17 +12

EXAMPLE 3

A clay thickened EP grease similar to those of Exam-
ple 2, except that graphite was used in place of lime for
antiwear properties, was prepared with and without
polyethylene to give the product compositions and
performance shown below.

Composition, Wt.% :
Base Oil, 95 SUS/210°F 80.48 81.20
Bentone 34 Thickener 5.52 4.20
Molybdenum Disulfide 7.00 7.00
Graphite 3.00 3.00
Antimonydiamyldithiocarbamate 4.00 4.00
Polyethylene — 0.60
Water (Added) (0.50) (0.42)
Test Results
Worked Pen. (D-217) 363 352
Timken, OK, Lb (D-2509) 15 40
Heat Stability, Worked Pen Change ’
Per Cent after 72 hr. at 200°F +8.9 +3.1
EXAMPLE 4
Additives
Base Oil ' 88.3 86.5
Lithium Soap 7.7 7.5
Ashless Dithiocarbamate 4.0 4.(
Polyethylene ) — 2.0
Test Results
Timken
OK. Lb (D-2509) 30 40
Score, Lb 35 45
Load Wear Index, Kg 37.6 41.7
Weld Point, Kg 200 251
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The above example shows that synergistic EP addi-
tive activity is obtained by adding polyethylene to a
lithium soap thickened grease. Earlier data were for
clay thickened greases.

All examples show that significant improvments in
EP and heat stability properties are obtained by the
addition of polyethylene. The polyethylene used meets
the requirements for ASTM grade D-1248-1-A-4, ie.
density at 23°C of 0.910-0.925, natural color and a
melt index of 0.4-1.0 g/10 minutes. However, it is ex-
pected that other polymers and grades of low density
polyethylene may also be employed as long.as they are
completely soluble in the mineral oil to be used. The
operable range of polymer is between 0.1 and 3.0 wt. %
although 0.5 to 2.0 wt. % is preferred. »

EXAMPLE 5

A lithium soap thickened grease was prepared with
and without polyethylene to give the product.composi-
tions and performance shown below.

Composition, Wt. %

Base Oil 90.4 91.7
Li Soap 9.6 7.2
1.1

Polyethylene
Test Results

Worked pen. (D-217) 253 260

Timken, OK, Lb (D-2509) . 5 5

The above results show that the addition of polyeth-
ylene to a grease that does not already contain load
carry additives does not improve EP properties as mea-
sured by the ASTM Timken Test. This indicates that
the improvement shown in Examples 1 through 4 is the
result of a synergistic effect between polyethylene and
the EP/antiwear additives i.e. antimonydiamyldithi-
ocarbamate, graphite, lime and molybdenum disulfide.

We claim:

1. A grease comprising

a. a major amount of a lubricating oil,

b. a thickener,

c. polyethylene of density ranging between 0.910 and

0.925 g/cc and

d. conventional extreme pressure agents.

2. A grease as in claim 1 wherein the conventional
extreme pressure agents comprise molybdenum disul-
fide, lime, graphite and antimonydiamyldithiocarba-
mate.

3. A grease as in claim 1 wherein the conventional
extreme pressure agents comprise molybdenum disul-
fide and antimonydiamyldithiocarbamate.

4. A grease as in claim 1 wherein the conventional
extreme pressure agent comprises graphite.

5. A grease as in claim 1 wherein the conventional
extreme pressure agents comprise molybdenum disul-
fide, graphite and antimonydiamyldithiocarbamate.

6. A grease as in claim 1 wherein the conventional
extreme pressure agents comprise molybdenum disul-
fide, lime and antimonydiamyldithiocarbamate.

7. A grease as in claim 1 wherein the conventional
extreme pressure agent comprises molybdenum disul-
fide.

8. A grease as in claim 1 wherein the conventional
extreme pressure agent comprises lime.

9. A grease as in claim 1 wherein the conventional
extremé pressure agent is anitmonydiamyldithiocarba-

mate.
* * * * *



