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[57] ABSTRACT

A process for the preparation of ethane and ethylene by
oxidation of methane with oxygen at a temperature of
600° to 900° C., in which lead (II) oxide is used as cata-
lyst (a) dispersed on a carrier of pumice, silicon carbide,
zinc oxide, zirconium dioxide, and/or oxides of alka-
line-earth elements, or (b) in a mixture with manganese
(IT) oxide dispersed on a carrier of pumice, silicon car-
bide, silicon dioxide, titanium dioxide, zirconium diox-
ide, zinc oxide, and/or oxides of alkaline-earth ele-
ments, or (c) without a carrier in a mixture with sodium
silicate alone or in combination with silicon dioxide,
titanium dioxide, zirconium dioxide, manganese (II)
oxide, zinc oxide, and/or oxides of alkaline-earth ele-
ments. Ethane and ethylene are obtained with this pro-
cess in high selectivities with good catalyst activities.

13 Claims, No Drawings
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PROCESS FOR THE PREPARATION OF
ETHYLENE-ETHANE MIXTURES

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a process for the
preparation of ethylene and ethane by oxidative cou-
pling of methane with oxygen or an oxygen-containing
gas in the presence of a catalyst.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The process for the preparation of ethylene, a starting
material with diverse uses in chemical syntheses, are
presently almost exclusively based on the cracking of
petroleum distillates or natural gas condensates for
“wet” gas (ethane and higher hydrocarbons). Elaborate
purification steps and gas separation procedures must
still follow the industrial cracking process in order to
obtain the ethylene in a purity necessary for the further
processing. Less elaborate processing steps are neces-
sary for the preparation of ethylene from ethane, but the
availability of ethane is limited.

In contrast, methane is a raw material abundantly
available in natural deposits. Natural gas contains up to
over 90% methane. Therefore, there is interest in devel-
oping an economic process for the preparation of ethyl-
ene from methane by oxidative coupling.

Many reports have been published on the production
of lower olefins from simple starting compounds. Thus,
in Hydrocarbon Proc., Nov. 1982, p. 117, T. Inui et al.
describe a process in which a mixture of lower olefins is
obtained from methanol. In Hydrocarbon Proc., May
1983, p. 88, Y.C. Hu describes a process in which the
synthesis gas is converted by the Fischer-Tropsch pro-
cess into a mixture of olefins, paraffins and carbon diox-
ide. These processes have the particular disadvantage
that the operations must be carried out under pressure
and coke formation must be ascertained.

The conversion of methane in the presence of oxygen
at atmospheric pressure in one reaction step has already
been proposed in the past. Thus, in J. Catal., 73 (1982),
pp. 9-19, G. E. Keller and M. M. Bhasin report a pro-
cess in which the conversion was investigated in the
presence of numerous metal oxides as catalyst at 500° to
1000° and a mixture of ethylene and ethane was formed
as reaction products in addition to carbon monoxide
and carbon dioxide. However, the disadvantage of a
very low €0, hydrocarbon selectivity is inherent in this
process. To improve selectivity, these authors propose a
method with elaborate and costly procedures requiring
a high technological outlay.

With reference to the deficiencies of this publication,
a process is now proposed in Unexamined West Ger-
man Patent Application No. 32 37 079, which results in
comparable, in part even better, selectivities and higher
space-time yields of €O, hydrocarbons even without
costly and complex procedures (cf. Unexamined West
German Patent Application No. 32 37 079, p. 2, last
paragraph, to p. 3, paragraph 3). According to this
publication, a process is described for the production of
ethane and/or ethylene in which methane and oxygen
are reacted in the presence of a catalyst in a fluidized
bed or fixed in a reactor at temperatures between 500°
and 900° C. within a certain range of partial pressure
ratios of methane and oxygen. The catalyst is an oxide
of polyvalent metals (cf. Unexamined West German
Patent Application No. 32 37 079, p. 3, last paragraph).
Cited as preferred catalysts are products with oxides of
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lead, antimony, tin, bismuth, cadmium, thallium and
indium or mixtures thereof as active constituents, lead
oxide or a mixture thereof with antimony oxide being
especially preferred. The metal oxides can be used as
such or dispersed on the surface of a carrier such as
aluminum oxide or silicon dioxide (cf. claim 6 and p. 4,
paragraph 4). However, as apparent from the results of
specific examples in Table 1, even with the particularly
preferred lead oxide (on a carrier), a selectivity for
hydrocarbons of a maximum of only about 52.9% (7%
methane conversion) is achieved. In 1984, at the 8th
International Congress on Catalysts in Berlin, W.
Hinsen, W. Bytyn, and M. Baerns reported on more
extensive research to increase the selectivity. Accord-
ing to the proceedings of the “8th International Con-
gress on Catalysts,” Vol. II1, pp. 581-592, Verlag Che-
mie, Weinheim, 1984, the hydrocarbon selectivity of the
lead oxide catalyst can be raised by appropriate selec-
tion of the carrier and by the addition of alkali. Gamma-
aluminum oxide proved the most suitable among the
tested carriers: alpha-aluminum oxide, gamma-
aluminum oxide, titanium dioxide, aluminum silicate
and silica gel; it resulted in maximum selectivity of up to
57.7% (7.1% methane conversion). However, for a
commercial exploitation of the process of the oxidative
coupling of methane, the need exists for a substantial
increase of the selectivity and of the methane conver-
sion.

Therefore, the present invention has as its object the
conversion, particularly into C; hydrocarbons, of meth-
ane according to the process of oxidative coupling—-
whose fundamental principle is known—in a catalyzed
reaction with higher selectivities and efficient conver-
sions of methane.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The above object is achieved with a process for the
preparation of ethane and ethylene by oxidation of
methane with oxygen or an oxygen-containing gas in
the presence of lead (II) oxide as catalyst at a tempera-
ture of 600° to 900° C., in which the lead (II) oxide is

dispersed on a carrier of pumice, silicon carbide, zinc
oxide, zirconium dioxide and/or oxides of alkaline-earth
elements, where appropriate in a mixture with sodium
silicate, or i

in a mixture with manganese (II) oxide dispersed on a
carrier of pumice, silicon carbide, silicon dioxide, titan-
tium dioxide, zirconium dioxide, zinc oxide and/or ox-
ides of alkaline-earth elements, where appropriate in a
mixture with sodium silicate, or

without a carrier in a mixture with sodium silicate
alone or in combination with silicon dioxide, titanium
dioxide, zirconium dioxide, manganese (II) oxide, zinc
oxide and/or oxides of alkaline-earth elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The oxides of magnesium and calcium are preferred
as oxides of alkaline-earth elements in all embodiments.

In the embodiment of the invention in which lead (II)
oxide is used as catalyst in a mixture with manganese
(ID oxide as catalyst, mixtures of lead (II) oxide and
manganese (II) oxide at a molar rate of 1:0.1 to 1:3 are
preferred. Especially advantageous are mixtures of lead

. (II) oxide and manganese (II) oxide at a molar ratio of

1:0.2 to 1:0.5, or 1:1.5 to 1:2.
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In the embodiments of the invention in which the The tests described below were carried out in a
catalysts are used on a carrier, a proportion of 0.004 to quartz tube with an inside diameter of 11.3 mm. After
0.300 mole of catalyst on 100 ml of carrier is preferred. this tube is packed with the catalyst, the latter is
Particularly advantageous is the use of 0.012 to 0.190 brought to the reaction temperature under a nitrogen

mole of catalyst on 100 ml of carrier. 5 stream. The tube is heated along a length of 0.5 m in a

In the embodiment of the invention in which the radiation tube furnace. Methane and oxygen or air are
catalyst is used without a carrier and consists of lead (II) conducted into this reactor through a flow meter and
oxide in a mixture with sodium silicate and silicon diox- passed over the specific catalyst. The emerging mixture

ide, titanium dioxide, zirconium dioxide, zinc oxide is maintained at a temperature above 80° C. and con-
and/or oxides of the alkaline-earth elements, mixtures 10 ducted directly into a gas chromatograph for assaying.
with lead (II) oxide and with these other oxides at a This mixture contains as secondary products of the

molar ratio of 1:4 to 1:40 are especially suitable. oxidation process carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide,
All of the catalysts according to the invention can be water, ethylene, ethane, and, in fairly small amounts,
placed in a fluidized bed and in a fixed bed. higher hydrocarbons, especially C3 and C4 hydrocar-
The catalysts taught by the invention can be prepared 15 bons. Soot formation is not demonstrable.
as follows. The individual process conditions and results are
If the catalysts are to be employed on a carrier, corre- summarized in Tables 1-5.
sponding soluble compounds of the relevant metals, The methane-to-oxygen ratio in the charged gas mix-
which release the oxides at fairly elevated temperatures, ture has an appreciable effect on selectivity and conver-
are dissolved in a suitable solvent, for example, nitrates 20 sion, as is evident from Table 1.
TABLE 1

60 g of a catalyst prepared from 13.4 g of PbO, 21.2 g
of sodium silicate, 42 g of ZnO, 0.4 ml of concentrated
ammonia adjusted to pH = 4 with HNO3 750° C. no carrier
Charging (liter/h) Conversion(%) __Selectivity (%)
Methane Air (25°C.) CHy 0; CO3+ CO CH4 CHg C3 C4 ZHC

66 34 743 25.7 356 352 34 0 742

50 50 1331 623 376 321 241 3.1 29 622

34 66 20.08 592 48.5 309 181 25 0 515
Oxygen

90 10 809 71 27.9 343 338 39 0 720

80 20 17270 73 39.9 290 207 32 7.1 600

66.6 333 26.34 61 51.0 253 155 2.6 54 488

in water, and the carrier substance is suspended in pellet 35  Thus, selectivity can be improved by reducing the

form in the resulting solution. The solution with a sus- proportion of oxygen, while increasing the proportion

pended carrier is evaporated to dryness in vacuum and of oxygen increases the methane conversion.

dried in vacuum at about 100° C. Another possibility for further improving the selec-
According to the invention, if the catalysts are em- tivity with a simultaneous increase of the methane con-

ployed without a carrier, they can be used with a bind- 49 version is a method using side charging of the oxygen.
ing agent. In this case, the particular constituents (the In this case, only the methane is introduced at one end
oxide of the compounds relating to the particular metal) of the reaction tube, while the total amount of oxygen is
are made into a paste, for example, in a mortar with charged into the tube uniformly distributed through
sodium silicate, and thoroughly kneaded. Then, a numerous entry holes in the sides.

slightly concentrated ammonia solution is added and 45 The process embodying the invention can be carried
kneaded in order to initiate the polymerization of the out at temperatures of from 600° to 900° C. A tempera-

sodium silicate to form the catalyst-binding agent, dur- ture range between 650° and 850° C is preferred.
ing which the mass slowly congeals. A metal plate is The effect of temperature on the oxidative coupling
coated with this mass (in a layer about 5 mm thick). of methane with a catalyst according to the invention is
After this layer is dried in vacuum at about 80° C., the illustrated in Table 2.

TABLE 2

45 g of the catalyst used in Table 1
33 liters/h of CHg, 66 liters/h of air
(at room temperature)

O, conversion CHy4 conversion __ Selectivity (%)

T(CC) (%) (%) CO + CO; CyH4 CaHg C3 Cy4 ZHC

650 4 1.1 37.3 209 418 0 0 627

700 18 3.3 25.3 244 505 0 0 749

750 95 12.3 25.4 363 320 40 23 746

800 95 136 272 413 280 39 L7 749

850 95 12.5 27.8 439 210 50 23 722
resulting brittle catalyst particles are further calcined at Therefore, it appears that higher proportions of eth-
about 600° C., then comminuted to the desired particle ylene are produced at fairly high temperatures and the
size. , 65 proportion of ethane declines accordingly; the sum of

If necessary, the carriers to be used according to the ethylene and ethane remains almost constant.

teachings of the invention may also contain the poly- The pH during the preparation of the catalyst also has

merization product of sodium silicate as a binding agent. an effect on the selectivity. The results of tests with the
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catalysts incorporating the invention are apparent from
Table 3, to which, during preparation, certain amounts
of calcium oxide or nitric acid were added to obtain a
particular pH.

TABLE 3

45 g of catalyst used in Table 1
pH = 12 initially; adjustment of specific pH by
addition of CaO or HNO3
33 liters/h of CHy, 66 liters/h of air

(at room temperature)
750° C.
Conversion (%) Cy—HC—Selectivity
pH CHj 0O, (%)
12.5 10.8 95 58
9 11.1 95 64
6.5 123 95 67
4 134 95 70
3 9.1 81 64

The results of tests with other numerous catalysts or
combinations of catalysts and carriers are summarized
in Tables 4 and 5 below.

TABLE 4

4,783,572
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so desired, the proportion of hydrocarbons with more
than two carbon atoms can be reduced.

According to the invention, in many cases very high
hydrocarbon selectivities >709% are obtained with
good catalyst activities. In other cases, even a selectiv-
ity >90% is obtained with a low activity of the catalyst.
Depending on the carrier employed, it can be said of the
lead-oxide catalyst on a carrier that a high selectivity
can be obtained with a good activity (e.g., zinc oxide as
carrier) or a very high selectivity with a low activity
(e.g., pumice as carrier).

Therefore, the process taught by the invention is
superior to processes of the prior art and is suitable for
economic preparation of ethane and ethylene by oxida-
tive coupling of methane.

To this end, procedures with a low proportion of
oxygen in the reactor are recommended such as, for
example, can be achieved with a fluidized bed reactor, a
recycle reactor, side charging, or other means to handle
the concentration. In industrial procedures, the reaction
mixture can be separated by conventional refinery gas

about 50 m! of catalyst (active components and carrier)

0.06 moles of active components on 60 mi of carrier
66 liters of methane/h
33 liters of air (25° C.)/h

750° C.
Test Catalysts* (active Conversion
No. components) Carrier CHy (%) Cy—HC-—Selectivity (%)
1 PbO Zinc oxide 11.8 69
2 PO Magnesium oxide 10.8 59
3 PbO Calcium oxide 10.6 60
4 PbO Zirconium oxide 11.8 60
5 PbO Zinc oxide bound 10.2 73
’ to sodium silicate
6 PbO Silicon carbide 9.6 69
7 PbO Pumice 0.6 95
8  PbO:MnO (1:2) Silica gel** 9.1 58
9  PbO:MnO (5:1) Silica gel** 12.6 70.5 (with C3—HC:73.7)

*Numbers given in parentheses = molar ratios
**8ilica gel EM from Gebr. Herrmann Co., Cologne-Ehrenfeld

TABLE 5

about 45 ml of catalyst prepared with sodium silicate

no carrier 66 liters of methane/h
750° C. 33 liters of air(25° C.)/h

pH of
catalyst
Test ’ prepa-  Conversion
No. Catalyst* ration CHy CaHy CyHg¢ C3Hy C4Hyp ZHC
1 PbO 12 0.3 66 0 0 0 66
2 PbO:ZnO (1:8) 4 123 363 320 40 2.3 74.6
3 Pb0O:ZnO (1:40) 4 114 255 377 82 0 71.4
4  PbO:Zn0O:ZrO; (1:4:3) 12 43 170 605 0 0 71.5
5  PbO:TiOz (1:8) 4 6.3 249 469 3.6 0 75.4
6  PbO:ZrOj; (1:4) 4 10.2 318 334 37 0 68.9
7 PbO:MgO (1:8) 12 9.4 120 400 1.4 0 53.4
8 PbO:CaO (1:8) 7 109 19.0 453 0 0 64.3
9  PbO:MnO (1:2) 12 10.6 219 404 30 0 65.3
10 PbO:Mn0:Zn0O (3:1:25) 4 12.2 23.3 428 2.9 0 69.0

*Numbers given in parentheses = molar ratios

The reaction conditions especially available for spe-
cific targets in relation to the composition of the end
product are readily apparent from Tables 1, 2 and 5.
The following composition of the end product (HC
selectivities) was determined for Test 9 in Table 4:
32.5% C;Hy4, 38.0% C;Hg and 3.2% C3

Thus, by appropriate selection of the methane to
oxygen (or air) ratio, the temperature and the catalyst, a
preferred ethylene-to-ethane ratio can be obtained or, if

60

65

technology or can be converted without separation
into, for example, chlorinated products.

We claim:

1. A process for the preparation of ethane and ethyl-
ene, comprising oxidizing methane with oxygen or an
oxygen-containing gas at a temperature of 600° to 900°
C. in the presence of a catalyst consisting essentially of
lead (II) oxide in a form selected from the group consist-
ing of:
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(a) dispersed on a carrier comprising at least one
member selected from the group consisting of pum-
ice, silicon carbide, zinc oxide, zirconium dioxide
and oxides of alkaline-earth elements;

(b) in a mixture with manganese (II) oxide dispersed
on a carrier comprising at least one member se-
lected from the group consisting of pumice, silicon
carbide, silicon dioxide, titanium dioxide, zirco-
nium dioxide, zinc oxide and oxides of alkaline-
earth elements; and

(c) in a mixture with sodium silicate alone or in com-
bination with at least one member selected from the
group consisting of silicon dioxide, titanium diox-
ide, zirconium dioxide, manganese (II) oxide, zinc
oxide and oxides of alkaline-earth elements.

2. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said

methane is oxidized at 650° to 850° C.

3. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
oxides of alkaline-earth elements are selected from the
group consisting of oxides of magnesium and oxides of
calcium.

4. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
catalyst comprises a mixture of lead (1) oxide and man-
ganese (II) oxide at a molar ratio of 1:0.1 to 1:3.

5. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
catalyst comprises a mixture of lead (II) oxide and man-
ganese (II) oxide at a molar ratio selected from the
group consisting of 1:0.2 to 1:0.5 and 1:1.5 to 1:2.

6. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
catalyst comprises 0.004 to 0.300 mole of said lead (II)
oxide per 100 ml of said carrier.

7. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
catalyst comprises 0.004 to 0.300 mole of said mixture of
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8
lead (II) oxide with manganese (II) oxide per 100 ml of
said carrier.

8. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
catalyst comprises 0.012 to 0.190 mole of said lead (I)
oxide per 100 ml of said carrier.

9. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
catalyst comprises 0.012 to 0.190 mole of said mixture of
lead (II) oxide with manganese (II} oxide per 100 ml of
said carrier.

10. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
lead (II) oxide dispersed on a carrier is in a mixture with
sodium silicate.

11. The process as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
mixture of lead (II) oxide with manganese (II) oxide
dispersed on a carrier is in a mixture with sodium sili-
cate.

12. A process for the preparation of ethane and ethyl-
ene, comprising oxidizing methane with oxygen or an
oxygen-containing gas at a temperature of 600° to 900°
C. in the presence of a catalyst comprising lead (II)
oxide in a mixture with sodium silicate alone or in com-
bination with at least one member selected from the
group consisting of silicon dioxide, titanium dioxide,
zirconium dioxide, manganese (II) oxide, zinc oxide and
oxides of alkaline-earth elements.

13. The process as set forth in claim 12, wherein said
catalyst comprises a mixture of lead (II) oxide with
sodium silicate and at least one member selected from
the group consisting of silicon dioxide, titanium dioxide,
zirconium dioxide, zinc oxide and oxides of alkaline-
earth elements at a molar ratio of lead (II) oxide to the
other compounds of 1:4 to 1:40 in the absence of a car-

rer.
* x X Xk %
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