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{57 ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a process for the hydro-
conversion of heavy crude oil and an improved regen-

- erable catalyst for use therein. The process broadly

comprises (a) introducing into a hydroconversion reac-
tion zone a feedstock of crude oil, hydrogen, from about
10 to about 1000 wppm of an active phase source se-
lected from the group consisting of Group VB metals,
Group VIB metals, Group VIIB metals, Group VIIIB
metals, Group 1A metals, Group IIA metals, and mix-
tures thereof, and from about 0.1 to about 20.0 wt. % of
a refractory carrier material having a surface area in the
range of from about 10 to about 700 m2/g, a total pore
volume of from about 0.1 to about 2.0 cm3/g, an aver-
age pore diameter in the range of from about 20 to about
4,000 A, a particle size diameter in the range of from
about 1 to about 1000 um and a pore size distribution
according to the following:

Pores of radius r (A) % Total Pore Volume
> 1000 about 0.5-about 30
1000-300 about 2-about 50
300-100 about 5-about 60
10040 about 5-about 60
<40 . about 5-about 30

(b) mixing the refractory carrier material with the ac-
tive phase source, the oil feedstock, and the hydrogen
under hydroconversion conditions; (c) separating a
solid phase from a liquid product and a gas product; (d)
recovering a regenerable catalyst from the solid phase;
and (e) recycling the regenerable catalyst into the hy-
droconversion zone. In a preferred embodiment, the
catalyst recovery step comprises washing the separated
solid phase containing the used catalyst with a refinery
solvent at a temperature in the range of from about 20°
to about 150° C., drying the solid phase at a temperature
in the range of from about 50° to 200° C., and burning
off deposited coke in an oxygen-containing atmosphere
at temperatures in the range of about 300° to about 700°
C. and pressures in the range of from about 0.5 to about
50 atmospheres to leave a recyclable catalyst material.

12 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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CATALYTIC SYSTEM FOR THE
HYDROCONVERSION OF HEAVY OILS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
The present invention relates to a process for the

5

hydroconversion of heavy crude oil, an improved re-

generable catalyst for use therein and a process for
making same.

Petroleum and other hydrocarbonaceous oil fractions
are very complex mixtures comprising, in addition to
hydrocarbons, various compounds, mainly containing
sulfur, nitrogen, oxygen and metals. These compounds
are present in variable amounts and nature, depending
on the origin of the crude oil and the oil fractions. They
usually constitute impurities detrimental to the quality
of the oil products for reasons of pollution, corrosion,
odor and stability. As a result, considerable effort has
been made to develop processes which remove the
unwanted compounds. Among the many processes
which have been developed, catalytic treatments in the
presence of hydrogen are the most common.

The purpose behind most of these treatments is to
produce products of good quality from crude oils and
residues having a high content of impurities. The treat-
ments aim to improve the yield of liquid products at
desirable API gravities while minimizing the amount of
coke produced. The treatments also aim to convert as
much asphaltene and Conradson carbon as possible and
to remove as much sulfur, nitrogen, and metals as possi-
ble.

U.S. Pat. No. 1,876,270 to Zorn illustrates a process
for the conversion of hydrocarbons of higher boiling
point into those of lower boiling point. The process
employs complex organometallic compounds which are
soluble in the hydrocarbons to be converted as cata-
lysts. Particularly suitable compounds include 1, 3 dike-
tones such as acetylacetones, or homologues thereof
such as propenyl and butyryl acetone, or vanadylacety-
lacetone and the like.

In U.S. Pat. No. 4,066,530 to Aldridge et al., a process
for hydroconverting heavy hydrocarbon oil is de-
scribed in which an iron component is added as solid
particles to an oil chargestock along with an oil soluble
metal compound which is converted to a catalytically
active metal component within the chargestock in the
presence of a hydrogen-containing gas. The metal in the
oil soluble metal compound is selected from the group
consisting of Group VB, Group VIB, Group VIIB, and
Group VIII metals other than iron, and mixtures
thereof. The catalyst may if desired be recovered after
the first cycle and reused in subsequent cycles. If neces-
sary, additional elemental material may be added to
make up a supplemental batch of catalyst. U.S. Pat. No.
4,134,825 to Beardon, Jr. et al., assigned to the same
assignee as the Aldridge et al. patent, illustrates the
same process without the iron component addition.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,285,804 to Jacquin et al. illustrates a
process wherein a recycled catalyst is used to hydro-
treat heavy hydrocarbons in the presence of a non-sup-
ported catalyst. In this process, the catalyst in the form
of a suspension recovered by fractionation of the reac-
tion product is recycled for use. In a similar hydrogena-
tion process shown in U.S. Pat. No. 4,557,821 to Lopez
et al,, a non-supported catalyst comprising dispersed
particles of a highly active form of molybdenum disul-
fide is formed. An aqueous catalyst precursor is used to
form the final catalyst. The precursor is dispersed into
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feed oil together with hydrogen sulfide and hydrogen.
The mixture is passed to a series of heating zones where
the final catalyst is formed. The final non-supported
catalyst is characterized by a surface area of about 20
m2/g, a pore volume of about 0.05 cc/g, an average
pore diameter of about 100 A and an average particle
diameter of about 6 microns. Used catalyst in a slurry
form is recycled through any or all of the heating zones.

Still other processes for forming a solid catalyst in a
hydroconversion zone are shown in U.S. Pat. Nos.
4,579,646 to Grosboll et al., 4,604,190 to Bearden, Jr. et
al. 4,604,189 to Derbyshire et al. and, 4,659,454 to Varg-
hese et al.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,376,037 to Dahlberg et al. illustrates a
process for hydrogenating a heavy hydrocarbonaceous
oil feed. The process may be a one or two stage process
in which the oil is contacted with hydrogen in the pres-
ence of an added dispersed hydrogenation catalyst,
suspended in the oil, and porous solid contact particles.
The catalytic material to be dispersed may be added
either as a finely divided transition metal compound
such as a transition metal suifide, nitrate or acetate.
Alternatively, it may be added as an aqueous solution of
one or more water soluble transition metal compounds
such as molybdates, tungstates or vanadates of ammo-
nium or alkali metals or as an oil soluble compounds,
e.g. organometallic compounds such as molybdenum
napthenates, cobalt napthenates and molybdenum ole-
ates. The porous contact particles are totally or substan-
tially free of catalytic transition metals or transition
metal compounds added to impart catalytic activity to
the solids. The porous contact particles are preferably
inexpensive materials such as alumina, porous silica gel,
clays and waste catalyst fines.

One of the deficiencies associated with prior art cata-
lyst systems is the inability to regenerate or reuse the
catalysts. Often, it is difficult to recover a used catalyst
from the products of the hydroconversion reaction.
Multiple processing steps requiring expensive equip-
ment are needed. The cost associated with recovering
the catalysts often is greater than the cost associated
with producing them elementally. Sometimes, the re-
used catalyst which is recovered must be discarded
because it lacks an acceptable level of activity.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention
to provide an improved catalyst and process for the
hydroconversion of heavy crude oil.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a catalyst which is regenerable and readxly recov-
erable for use in the above process.

These and other objects and advantages will become
more readily apparent from the following description
and drawings in which like reference numerals depict
like elements.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The foregoing objects and advantages are achieved
by the process and catalyst of the present invention.
The process of the instant invention broadly comprises:
(a) introducing into a hydroconversion reaction zone a
feedstock of crude oil, hydrogen, an active phase source
selected from the group consisting of Group VB metals,
Group VIB metals, Group VIIB metals, Group VIIIB
metals, Group IA metals, Group IIA metals and mix-
tures thereof in an amount of from about 10 to about
1000 wppm and a refractory carrier material in an
amount of from about 0.1 to about 20.0 wt. %, said
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carrier material having a surface area in the range of
from about 10 to about 700 m2/g, a total pore volume of
from about 0.1 to about 2.0 cm3/g, an average pore
diameter in the range of from about 20 to about 4,000 A,
a particle size diameter in the range of from about 1 to
about 1000 um and a pore size distribution according to
the following:

Pores of radius r (&) % Total Pore Volume
> 1000 about 0.5-about 30
1000-300 about 2~about 50
300-100 about 5-about 60
100-40 about 5-about 60
<40 about S-about 30

(b) mixing the refractory carrier material with the ac-
tive phase source, the oil feedstock, and the hydrogen
under hydroconversion conditions; (c) separating a
solid phase from a liquid product and a gas product; (d)
recovering a regenerable catalyst from the solid phase;
and (e) recycling the regenerable catalyst into the hy-
droconversion zone. In a preferred embodiment, the
catalyst recovery step comprises washing the separated
solid phase containing the used catalyst with a solvent
such as xylene, ARL, kerosene or any refinery solvent
at a temperature in the range of from about 20° to about
100° C., drying the solid phase at a temperature in the
range of from about 50° to about 200° C., and burning
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all deposited coke in an oxygen-containing atmosphere -

at temperatures in the range of about 300° to about 700°
C. and pressures in the range of from about 0.5 to about
50 atmospheres to leave a recyclable catalyst material.

It has been found that the regenerability and stability
of a catalyst system depends on pore size distribution
and surface area as well as the particle size of the car-
rier. Generally, smaller particle sizes result in higher
catalytic activity. After hydroconversion, however, the
solid phase containing the used catalyst material has to
be separated from liquid and gas products. If the size of
the particles to be recovered are too small, the complex-
ity and difficulties associated with the recovery process
can be overwhelming. In addition, the recovery yield
can be relatively small. Thus, a trade-off between parti-
cle size and activity has to be made in order to enhance
the regeneration of the catalytic material. This trade-off
is reflected in the above-identified physical characteris-
tics for the refractory carrier material.

A useful catalyst in accordance with the present in-
vention is preferably formed from an active phase
source comprising one or more decomposable organo-
metallic salts or compounds containing the active metal
component or mixture of metals selected from the
group consisting of Group VB, Group VIB, Group
VIIB, Group VIIIB, Group 1A, and Group IIA of the
Periodic Table of Elements. The organometallic salt or
compound may be in the form of an acetylacetonate, a
hexacarbonile, a phenolate, a tartrate, a naphtenate or a
carboxilic acid derivative. The selection of a particular
organometallic salt or a mixture of such salts depends
upon the required conversion levels for the different
catalytic activities. The refractory carrier material may
be selected from the group consisting of SiO2, Al, O3,
TiO;, zeolites, clays, Si02-Aly03, TiO2-A1,03, TiOs2-
SiO, and mixtures thereof.

It has been found that catalysts formed in accordance
with the present invention are regenerable under mild
conditions and tend to retain useful levels of catalytic
activity for multiple cycles. Additionally, only mini-
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4
mum amounts of the catalyst constituents are required
as make up after the initial cycle until an equilibrium
catalyst is achieved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a process for hydro-
converting heavy crude oil which operates cyclically;
and

FIGS. 2 and 3 are graphs illustrating the activity
levels in the reaction zone for particular metal constitu-

ents within the catalyst.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

With references to the Figures, a system 10 for hy-
droconverting heavy crude oil is illustrated in FIG. 1.
The system includes a hydroconversion reaction zone
12 into which an oil feedstock, a supply of hydrogen,
and the catalyst precursor constituents are fed. The oil
feedstock may be crude petroleum, petroleum residua,
vacuum gas oils, reduced crudes, deasphalted. residua
and other heavy hydrocarbonaceous oils. The process
of this invention is particularly effective for processing
heavy oil feeds such as heavy oils, atmospheric or vac-
uum residues characterized by an API gravity of less
than 12° API, high sulfur, nitrogen and metals (0.5-5.0
wt. %, 100-10000 wppm and 50-2000 wppm respec-
tively), an asphalthene content in the range of from
about 2.0 to about 15.0 wt. % and a Conradson Carbon
content in the range of from about 2.0 to about 15%.

The catalyst precursor constituents fed into the reac-
tion zone consist of an active phase source and a refrac-
tory carrier support. The active phase source preferably
comprises one or more decomposable organometailic
salts or compounds having a metal or a mixture of met-
als selected from the group consisting of Group VB,
Group VIB, Group VIIB, Group VIIIB, Group IA,
Group IIA of the Periodic Table of Elements and mix-
tures thereof. Useful metals include chromium, manga-
nese, iron, cobalt, nickel, zinc and molybdenum. The
organometallic salt may take the form of an acetylac-
etonate, a hexacarbonyl, a phenolate, a tartrate, a
naphtenate, a carboxilyc acid derivative (carboxylates)
or the like. The selection of a particular organometallic
salt or a mixture of such salts is based upon the required
conversion levels of the different catalytic activities
such as hydrodemetallization, hydrodenitrogenation,
hydrodesulfurization, and hydrogenation and on the
feed reactivity. The source of the active phase is added
to the reaction zone 12 in a concentration with respect
to the metal or metals in the range of from about 10 to
about 1000 wppm, preferably from about 100 to about
500 wppm.

The refractory carrier support material added to the
reaction zone 12 may be any known support material
and preferably is selected from the group consisting of
SiO;, AL O3, Zeoolites, Clays, SiO2-Al03, TiO»-
AlO3, TiO2-SiO2 and mixtures thereof. The material is
added in a concentration of from about 0.1 to about 20
wt. %, preferably from about 2 to about 8 wt. %.

Formulation of the catalyst under hydroconversion
conditions is done in the presence of hydrogen which is
preferably added to the reaction zone 12 at a pressure in
the range of from about 15 to about 300 atm and at a
linear flow rate in the range of from about 0.1 to about
10 cm/sec. and in the presence of a heavy crude oil
feedstock.
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For batch processing, typical hydroconversion con-
ditions include a temperature in the range of from about
300° C. to about 500° C., a pressure from about 20 to
about 300 atmospheres and a gas velocity of from about
0.1 to about 10 cm/sec. For slurry processing, typical
hydroconversion conditions include the above tempera-
ture and pressure ranges, a hydrogen/feed ratio in the
range of from about 560 to about 40000 SCF/BBL, with
a preferred range of from about 6700 to about %000
SCF/BBL and a liquid hourly space velocity (LHSV)
of from about 0.05 to about 10 cc. of oil per cc. of cata-
lyst per hour and preferably from about 0.5 to about 5.0
h—1. In the reaction zone, the liberated metal from the
decomposable organometallic salt interacts with the
support material to form a porous catalyst for promot-
ing activities such as hydrodemetallization, hydrodeni-
trogenation, hydrodesulfurization, hydrogenation, as-
phaltene conversion and Conradson carbon content
conversion.

The effluent containing the porous catalyst material
passes through a line 14 to a separation zone 16 formed
by a suitable separator. In the separation zone, liquid
and gas products are separated out from a solid phase
containing the used catalyst. The liquid and gas prod-
ucts exit the separation zone via lines 18 and 20. The
solid phase exits the separation zone via conduit 22 and
passes to a regeneration zone 24.

In the regeneration zone, the solid phase is initially
washed with a refinery solvent such as xylene, ARL,
kerosene, etc. at a temperature in the range of from
about 20° to about 150° C. After washing, the solid
material is dried by vacuum flashing with recovery of
the washing solvent at a temperature below the melting
point of asphaltenes in the range of from about 50° C. to
about 200° C. Thereafter, coke on the surface of the
porous catalyst material is burned off by heating the
catalyst in the regeneration zone 24 in an oxygen con-
taining atmosphere at temperatures in the range of from
about 300° C. to about 700° C., preferably from about
350° to about 600° C. and at pressures in the range of
from about 0.5 to about 50 atm., preferably from about
1.0 to about 20.0 atm. After the coke is burned off, a
regenerated catalyst having useful levels of activity
remains. The regenerated catalyst is then recycled to
the reaction zone 12 via conduit 26. If needed, minimal
amounts of the catalyst constituents such as up to about
200 wppm of the organometallic salt and/or up to about
2 wt. % of refractory carrier may be added to the regen-
erated and recycled catalyst material.

A truly useful catalyst is one which can be readily

separated from the reaction products and easily regen-
erated under relatively mild conditions. The catalyst
must also retain useful levels of activity after each re-
generation cycle. Catalysts formed in accordance with
the present invention exhibit such characteristics.

It has been discovered that the regenerability of a
catalyst system is dependent upon pore size distribution
and surface area as well as particle size. Generally,
smaller particles have higher levels of activity. In hy-
droconversion processes such as that employed herein,
the catalyst material to be recovered is in a solid phase
which must be separated from the liquid and gas prod-
ucts. It has been found that the smaller the particle size,
the more difficult the recovery and the lower the recov-
ery yield. Thus, there exists 2 minimum particle size for
promoting catalyst regeneration.

The dependence of catalyst regenerability on pore
size distribution and surface area is quite complicated.
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Heavy hydrocarbonaceous crude oil contains a large
amount of metals. High retention capacity is required to
add stability or long life to the catalyst. Big pores in the
catalyst accumulate a higher amount of metals, thus
retaining activity. Unfortunately, if there is a great deal
of porosity (macroporosity), the surface area of the
particles is relatively small resulting in the adsorptive
capacity of the carrier material being small. In order to
obtain impregnation of the carrier by the active phase
(hydrogenation components) under hydroconversion
conditions, a minimum surface area for the particles and
certain pore size distribution conditions need to exist.

Useful regenerable catalysts having relatively high
levels of activity, the capability of being impregnated in
situ, improved stability and improved regenerability can
be formed if one uses refractory carrier support materi-
als having certain physical characteristics. These char-
acteristics include a surface area in the range of from
about 10 to about 700 m2/g, a total pore volume of
about 0.1 to about 2.0 cm3/g, an average pore diameter
in the range of from about 20 A to about 4000 A, a
particle size diameter in the range of from about 1 to
about 1000 pum, and a pore size distribution in accor-
dance with the following:

Pores of radius, r (&) % Total Pore Volume

> 1000 from about 0.5 to about 30
1000-300 from about 2 to about 50
300-100 from about 5 to about 60

10040 from about 5 to about 60

<40 from about 5 to about 30

A preferred catalyst may be formed using a support
material having the following physical characteristics: a
surface area of from about 50 to about 300 m2/g, a total
pore volume of from about 0.3 to about 1.5 cm3/g, an
average pore diameter in the range of from about 50 A
to about 1000 A, a particle size diameter in the range of
from about 5 to about 500 um and a pore size distribu-
tion in accordance with the following:

Pores of radius, r (A) Total Pore Volume

> 1000 from about | to 20

1000-300 from about 5 to 40

300-100 from about 10 to 50
100-40 from about 10 to 50
< 40 from about 10 to 20

To demonstrate the dependence between pore size
and catalytic activity, the following example was per-
formed. :

EXAMPLE 1

A heavy crude oil feedstock having an API viscosity
of 4.9°, a Conradson carbon content of 17.33%, an as-
phaltene content of 13.35%, a sulfur content of 4.0%, a
vanadium content of 525 ppm and a nitrogen content of
7600 ppm was fed into a batch type hydroconversion
reaction zone along with hydrogen at a flow rate of 16
1/min., 300 wppm. of iron acetylacetonate and 3 wt. %
of a S§i0,-Al;03 carrier material having a particle size of
less than 50 um (System E1.1). The oil was mixed with
the hydrogen and catalyst materials under the following
hydroconversion conditions: a temperature of 450° C.
and a pressure of 130 atm. for a time of 3 hours.

The solid phase containing the catalyst was separated

-from the liquid and gas products and washed with xy-



http://ww. Pat ent Gopher.com

7
lene at 60° C. and dried at 120° C. The carbon deposited
on the catalyst was burnt off in air at 500° C.

The test was then repeated using the same carrier but
having a particle size in the range of 50-150 pm (System
E 1.2) and. a particle size in the range of 400-700 pm
(System E 1.3). The results of the tests are shown in the
following table:

4,888,104
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smaller average pore diameter. The test also showed
that recycled catalyst system E2.2 yielded better results
on its first run. This data clearly suggests that small pore
size alone is not enough to guarantee a regenerable
catalyst. This is because small pore sizes can become
more easily blocked. Pore size distribution as well as
surface area and average pore diameter (pore size)

TABLE I
API ASPH. CC
Catalytic Yield Prod. Conv. Conv. HDM HDS HDN
System Gas Liquid Coke () (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Ell 21 72 7 34 96 96 100 51 57
El2 22 68 10 31 91 90 99 56 36
E 13 27 60 13 26 87 85 95 48 22

It can be seen from these results that the smaller
particle sizes provide better activity than the larger

clearly have an effect on catalyst stability, i.e. longer
life, recyclability and regenerability.

TABLE III
APl Asph. CC.
Cat. Yield Prod. Conv. Conv. HDM HDS HDN
Syst. Run Gas Liquid Coke () %) (B (B (B) (%)
E2t 1 16 771 1 27 90 80 9 73 26
2 20 6 12 2 80 70 62 48 5
E22 1 15 8 3 35 92 82 100 75 28
2 13 8 2 36 93 82 00 77 2
particle sizes. Catalyst system E1.1 had the highest yield
of liquid product at an excellent API gravity and a
relative low coke yield. This system also had the highest 0 EXAMPLE II1I

percentages of asphaltene conversion, Conradson car-
bon conversion, hydrometallization, hydrodesulfuriza-
tion and hydrodenitrogenation.

To demonstrate the dependence of regenerability on
pore size distribution and surface area, the following
example was performed.

EXAMPLE 11

Heavy crude oil feestock having the same character-
istics as in Example I was fed into a hydroconversion
reaction zone, along with hydrogen, 3 wt. % SiO;-
Al)O3, and molybdenum acetylacetonate having 300
wppm as molybdenum. The characteristics of the two
carrier materials used in the test are shown in Table II.

TABLE II
E2.1 E2.2
Surface Area (m?/g) 365 172
PSD (% V)

Radins A)
<40 62.9 26.6
40-100 114 55.0
100-300 5.7 92
3001000 2.9 2.8
>1000 17.1 6.4

AVERAGE PORE DIAMETER (&) 30 170

The catalysts were formed under the same hydrocon-
version conditions as in Example I and recovered using
the same technique as in Example 1. Each recovered
catalyst was recycled to the reaction zone and a second
run was performed under the same conditions as the
first run.

The results as shown in Table III clearly demonstrate
that the catalyst having the smaller surface area and the
larger average pore diameter yielded a greater percent-
age of liquid at a better API gravity. In addition, there
was a lower coke yield and higher conversion rates than
the catalyst system with the larger surface area and
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Two series of seven tests were conducted to study the
effects of seven metal active phase additions on the
yield of heavy crude oil subjected to hydroconversion
processing. Both series of tests were performed with the
same crude oil feedstock and under the same hydrocon-
version conditions as in Example 1. The catalyst precur-
sor additions for the first series of seven tests (E3.1)
included 3 wt. % of a carrier material formed from
silica and 300 wppm of a metal active phase selected
from the group consisting of chromium, manganese,
iron, cobalt, nickel, zinc and molybdenum, added as an
organometallic salt. The silica carrier had the following
physical characteristics: a surface area of 115 m2?/g; an
average pore diameter of 280 A, a particle size diameter
in the range of 50-150 um and a pore size distribution as
follows:

<40A 11.3%
40-100A 22.6%
100-300A 59.1%
300-1000A 5.3%
>1000A 1.7%

In the second series of seven tests (E3.2), the carriers
were formed from silica-alumina whose properties were
the same as in system E2.2 and the metal active phases
were the same as in the first series.

FIG. 2 graphically illustrates the results of tests E3.1
while FIG. 3 graphically illustrates the results of tests
E3.2. The tests show that liquid yields were highest
with molybdenum and nickel additions regardless of the
carrier. These particular additions also resulted in rela-

.tively low coke production and relatively high desulfur-

ization.
EXAMPLE 1V

Additional tests were conducted to demonstrate the
stability of catalysts formed in accordance with the
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present invention compared to the system illustrated
and claimed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,376,037. These tests used
a first catalyst (E4.1) formed from 3 wt. %. Si02-A1,03
and 300 wppm Fe added as an organometallic salt and a
second catalyst (E4.2) formed from a 3 wt. % FCC
(fluidized catalytic cracking) spent catalyst and 300
wppm ammopium heptamolybdate. The test conditions
were otherwise the same as in Example I. The silica-
alumina carrier had the same physical characteristics as
in system E2.2. The FCC catalyst was the same as that
described in Table I of the *037 patent.

Regenerated catalysts were tested in a second run
under the same conditions after an addition of 50 wppm
of the respective organometallic sait.

The results of the tests are shown in Table IV. As can
be seen from these test results, the regenerated catalyst
of the present invention (Cat. 4.1) exhibited excellent
stability and an improved activity while the second
catalyst (Cat. 4.2) clearly showed a high deactivation
(higher yield of gases and coke and lower conversion
values).
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controlled by changing the organometallic compound
or the particle size. Increasing particle size (E5.1 &
ES.2) increases the Conv. 950° F.+ and Hydrodeni-
trogenation (HDN) but decreases Conradson Conver-
sion (Conv. CC) and Asphaltene Conversion (Conv.
Asphal.). Adding Co and Mo instead of only Mo (ES.2
& E5.4) slightly increases Conv. Asphal., Hydrodesul-
furization (HDS) and HDN and decreases Conv. CC.
Ni affects positively the Conv. CC and the HDN but
negatively the Conv. Asphal.

EXAMPLE V1

Further evidence of the control of selectivity by the
organometallic compound is given in the following
example where the same conditions as Example V were
used but the active compounds were as follows:

E6.1 SiO2(2 wt. %)+-500 wppm Mo

E6.2 SiO2(2 wt. %)+ 500 wppm Ni

E6.3 SiO2(2 wt. %)+ 500 wppm Co

The physical properties of the SiO; were those of the
SiO; (1) in systems E5.1 and ES5.3.

TABLE 1V
Yield API  Asph  CC.
Gas Liquid Coke Prod. Conv. Conv. HDM HDS
Cat. 4.1 Ist run 2 68 10 34 98 93 99 60
2nd run 20 72 8 36 99 95 99 62
Cat. 4.2 1st run 24 57 18 30 89 84 98 53
2nd run 33 50 25 2 80 78 95 42
EXAMPLE V

Tests were also conducted to test the viability of TABLE VI
catalysts formed in accordance with the present inven-
tion under slurry hydroconversion conditions. The tests RESULTS E6.1 E62 E63
were performed using the same crude oil feedstock asin 35 Conv. 950" F.+ 89 88 94
Example 1. The hydroconversion reaction conditions Conv. CC 52 82 84

Conv. Asph. 88 86 89

were as ftzllows: API 23 2 23

T=445° C. HDS 64 61 63

P=130 atm HDN |14 20 14

LHSV=0.5/h 4 HDM %8 il Ll

Hj/feed=26,000 SCF/BBL

Gas Flow=1.9 cm/sec

Duration=30 days

The catalysts were formed using the following mate-
rials. The metal additions were made in the form of
organometallic salts. The SiO; (2) carrier was the same
as that in system E3.1 and the SiO; (1) carrier was the
same but for a particle size from about 0-50 pm.

Catalyst E5.1: 2 Wt. % SiO; (1)+250 wppm Mo

Catalyst E5.2: 2 Wt. % Si0; (2)+250 wppm Mo

Catalyst E5.3: 2 Wt. % SiOz (1)4-250 wppm Mo

4250 wppm Ni
Catalyst E5.4: 2 Wt. % SiO2 (2)+250 wppm Mo
+250 wppm Co
The results of the tests are shown in Table V.
TABLE V
RESULTS E5.1 E5.2 ES3  ES4
Conv. 950° F.+ 91 9% 90 9%
Conv. CC (%) 84 82 85 80
Conv. Asph. (%) 89 86 89 87
API Product () 23 22 22 22
HDS (%) 67 62 66 63
HDN (%) 17 20 19 21
HDM (%) 9 . 99 99 99

These test results indicate the good performance of
the catalytic system for both activity and stability. Com-
paring the results, it can be seen that selectivity can be

45

50

55

60

65

As can be seen Ni is best for HDN, Co for Conv. of
950° F.+, Asph. and CC and Mo for HDS.

As can be seen from the foregoing description, it has
been found that an improved catalytic process for the
hydroconversion of heavy crude oil can be provided
through the addition of an active phase source and a
refractory carrier material having a certain surface area, -
total pore volume, average pore diameter, particle size
and pore size distribution as catalyst precursors in the
presence of heavy crude oil and hydrogen in a reaction
zone under hydroconversion conditions. The resulting
catalyst exhibits excellent activity and can be regener-
ated under mild conditions. The catalyst also exhibits
stability and can be recycled to the reaction zone. Addi-
tionally, a minimum amount of carrier material and
active phase source is needed as make-up after the first
cycle. Eventually, an equilibrium catalyst is achieved.

It is apparent that there has been provided in accor-
dance with this invention a catalytic system for the
hydroconversion of heavy oils which fully satisfies the
objects, means, and advantages set forth hereinbefore.
While the invention has been described in combination
with specific embodiments thereof, it is evident that
many alternatives, modifications, and variations will be
apparent to those skilled in the art in light of the forego-
ing description. Accordingly, it is intended to embrace
all such alternatives, modifications, and variations as fall
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within the spirit and broad scope of the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A process for the hydroconversion of heavy crude

oil which comprises:

(a) introducing into a reaction zone (1) a feedstock of
crude oil, (2) hydrogen, (3) an active phase source
selected from the group consisting of Group VB
metals, Group VIB metals, Group VIIB metals,
Group VIIIB metals, Group 1A metals, Group I1A
metals and mixtures thereof in an amount of from
about 10 to about 1000 wppm and (4) from about
0.1 to about 20 wt. % of a refractory carrier mate-
rial having a surface area in the range of from about
10 to about 700 m2/g, a total pore volume of from
about 0.1 to about 2.0 cm3/g, an average pore di-
ameter in the range of from about 20 to about 4000
A, a particle size diameter in the range of from
about 1 to about 1000 um and a pore size distribu-
tion according to the following:

Pores of radius, r (A) % Total Pore Volume

> 1000 from about 0.5 to about 30
1000-300 from about 2 to about 50
300-100 from about 5 to about 60

100-40 from about 5 to about 60

<40 from about 5 to about 30

(b) processing said crude oil, said hydrogen, said
active phase source and said refractory carrier
material in said reaction zone under hydroconver-
sion conditions so that said crude oil is hydrocon-
verted to liquid products and gas products and a
hydroconversion catalyst is formed in situ in said
reaction zone, said catalyst comprising said refrac-
tory carrier material having said active phase
source deposited thereon;

(c) separating a solid phase containing said hydrocon-
version catalyst from said liquid products and said
gas products;

(d) recovering said hydroconversion catalyst from
said solid phase; and

(e) recycling said recovered hydroconversion cata-
lyst to said reaction zone.

2. A process according to claim 1 wherein said refrac-
tory carrier material is added in an amount ranging
from about 2 to about 8 wt. %.

3. A process according to claim 1 wherein said refrac-
tory carrier material adding step comprises adding a
refractory carrier material having a surface area of from
about 50 to about 300 m?/g, a total pore volume of from
about 0.3 to about 1.5 cm3/g, an average pore diameter
in the range of from about 50 A to about 1000 A, a
particle size diameter in the range of from about 5 to
about 500 um and a pore size distribution in accordance
with the following table:

Pores of radius, r (A) % Total Pore Volume

> 1000 from about 1 to about 20
1000-300 from about 5 to about 40
300-100 from about 10 to about 50

100-40 from about 10 to about 50
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-continued
Pores of radius, r (A) % Total Pore Volume
<40 from about 10 to about 20

4. A process according to claim 1 wherein said mix-
ing step comprises mixing said carrier material with the
active phase source, the oil feedstock, and the hydrogen
in the reaction zone under the following hydroconver-
sion conditions:

Temperature: from about 300° to about 500° C.

Pressure: from about 15 to about 300 atm.

Hydrogen linear flow rate: from about 0.1 to about 10

cm/sec.

5. A process according to claim 1 wherein said mix-
ing step comprises mixing said carrier material with the
active phase source, the oil feedstock, and the hydrogen
in the reaction zone under the following hydroconver-
sion conditions:

Temperature: from about 300° to about 500° C.

Pressure: from about 20 to about 300 atm.

LHSV: from about 0.05 to about 10 cc. of oil/cc. of

catalyst/hr.

Hydrogen/feed: from about 560 to about 40000

SCF/BBL.

6. A process according to claim § wherein said mix-
ing step comprises mixing said carrier material with the
active phase source, the oil feedstock, and the hydrogen
in the reaction zone at a hydrogen/oil feed ratio of from
about 6700 to about 9000 standard cubic feed for barrel
(SCF/BBL) and a space velocity LHSV of from about
0.5 to about 5.0 h—1, .

7. A process according to claim 1 wherein said recov-
ering step comprises:

washing said solid phase with a refinery solvent at a

temperature in the range of from about 20° to about
150° C.,;

drying the solid phase at a temperature in the range of

from about 50° to about 200° C.; and

burning off deposited coke in an oxygen-containing

atmosphere at temperatures in the range of from
about 300° C. to about 700° C. and pressures in the
range of from about 0.5 to about 50 atm. so as to
obtain a substantially regenerated catalyst.

8. A process according to claim 7 wherein said burn-
ing step comprises burning off said deposited coke at a
temperature in the range of from about 350° to about
600° C. and a pressure in the range of from about 1.0 to
about 20.0 atm.

9. A process according to claim 1 wherein said refrac-
tory carrier material is selected from the group consist-
ing of Si0,, Al,03, TiO,, zeolites, clays, SiO;-Al,03,
Ti032-Si0; and mixtures thereof.

10. A process according to claim 1 wherein said ac-
tive phase source comprises a decomposable organome-
tallic salt of a metal or a mixture of metals selected from
Group VB, Group VIB, Group VIIB, Group VIIIB,
Group IA and Group IIA of the Periodic Table of
Elements.

11. A process according to claim 10 wherein said
organometallic salt is selected from the group consisting
of acetylacetonates, hexacarbonyls, phenolates, tar-
trates, naptenates, carboxylates and mixtures thereof.

12. A process according to claim 1 further comprising
mixing up to about 200 wppm of said active phase
source and up to about 2 wt. % of said refactory carrier
material with said catalyst being recycled to said reac-

tion zone.
* * * * *



